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## 5637469938, 5637492238, 5637506438: MAJOR PSYCHOLOGY

KEYWORDS: EMERGING ADULTHOOD / SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS / WORK STATUS /

PARENTAL EXPECTATION
PHORNTHIDA AREERAKSAKUL, RATCHADAPORN MUANGBUA, SRITIDA BUALOET:
RELATIONS AMONG WORK STATUS AFTER GRADUATION, SOCIOECONOMIC
STATUS AND PARENTAL EXPECTATIONS TOWARDS SELF-PERCEPTION OF BEING
EMERGING ADULTS

SENIOR PROJECT ADVISOR: DR. NIPAT PICHAYAYOTHIN, 72 pp.

The aim of this study was to examine the relations among work status after graduation,
socioeconomic status, and parental expectations towards self-perception of being emerging
adults. Participants were 526 college-graduate emerging adults of age 22-30, with 4 different
statuses: full-time graduate students (n = 145), graduate students who also work full-time or
part-time (n = 102), working full-time (n = 224), and unemployed (n = 55). Participants
completed measures namely Inventory of Dimensions of Emerging Adulthood, socioeconomic
status of a family (SES), and Perception of Parental Expectations Inventory.

The results indicated that full-time graduate students (M = 2.97) scored significantly
higher than people who worked full-time job (M = 2.83) on emerging adults’ perception of
experimentation/possibilities/self-focused (p = .034). SES was positively and significantly
correlated with experimentation/possibilities/self-focused (B =0.232, p < .05) and negatively
correlated with negativity/Instability (3 =-0.256, p < .05). We found that parental ambitions
(B =-.225, p < .05) and academic expectations (B = 239, p < .05) were associated with
experimentation/ possibilities/self-focused. Parental career expectation was associated with
identity exploration/feeling in-between (B = .169, p < .05). Finally, parental ambitions B =.131,
p < .05), academic expectations (8 = -.220, p < .05) and career expectations

(B = .239, p < .05) were associated with negativity/instability.



The results shown that such variables, including socioeconomic status and variety of
parental expectations, are associated with how person perceived oneself as being an emerging
adult. This period of life is said to help people explore themselves as well as improve skills
needed in order to be an adult. However, being an emerging adult for too long will led to a

negative outcome such as failure to identify oneself and irresponsible for one’s life.

Field of Study: Psychology

Academic Year: 2016 Student's Signature_________ .
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