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## 5480505522 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY
KEYWORDS: THE TWO TRUTHS IN BUDDHISM / ULTIMATE AND CONVENTIONAL TRUTHS IN
BUDDHISM / ABHIDHARMIKA PHILOSOPHY / MADHYAMIKA PHILOSOPHY
THANISARA PRATHANRASNIKORN: Conventional Truth in Buddhist Philosophy. ADVISOR:
PROF. SUWANNA SATHAANAND, Ph.D., 98 pp.

The objective of this study is twofold: (1) to study the concept of conventional and ultimate
truths in the Abhidhdrma and the Madhyamaka schools of Buddhism. (2) To analyze how should one

understand conventional truth so that it can be the means to the understanding of the ultimate truth.

The two—truth theory in the Abhidhd@rma is based on the idea that the things we encounter
in our day- to- day experience can be analyze into impartite entities called “Dharmas.” The
Abhidharmikas hold that while the Dharmas, characterized by their intrinsic natures (svabhéva), are
ultimately real; the partite entities are merely conceptual constructions, and therefore, are

conventionally real.

Nagarjuna of the Madhyamaka School opposed the Abhidhdrmikas’s conception about
svabhava. He argued that anything dependently originated must be devoid of svabhava, and thus be

empty. This leads to an interpretation by J. L. Garfield that conventional truth is the only truth there is.

Garfield’s interpretation entails extreme relativism of conventional truth, followed by the
removal of the role of normativity from the notion of truth, and hence “dismal slough.” Under such
circumstances, conventional truth cannot play its role as the means to the understanding of ultimate

truth.

Attempts to overcome the abovementioned problems have been made by many Buddhist
scholars. | propose that we confirm the efficacy of conventional truth by offering an analysis of sayings
of the Buddha which confirm the normative role of truth in his distinction between statements which are
true and statements which are useful. Moreover, | offer an analysis of several stories in which the
Buddha uses ordinary language which is considered true by convention in order to lead many people
to the realization of ultimate truth in Buddhism. In this way, the efficacy of conventional truth in

Buddhism can be basically confirmed.

Department: Philosophy Student's Signature

Field of Study:  Philosophy Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2016
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