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# # 5680518922 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: BRAHMA CULT / RITUAL / MYTH
APIWAT SUTHAMDEE: BRAHMA CULT IN CONTEMPORARY THAI SOCIETY
DYNAMIC OF MYTH, BELIEF AND RITUAL. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. DR.PORAMIN
JARUWORN, CO-ADVISOR: PROF.SUKANYA SUJACHAYA, 292 pp.

The objectives of this thesis were to investigate the legend of Brahma worship, and the creation of Brahma worshp
ceremonies in contemporary Thai society. Data was gathered during the years 2013-2017, in the areas where such ceremonies occur,

that is: Bangkok, Pathumthani, Singburi, Roi-et and Prachuabkhirikhan.

The results show that belief in Brahma has existedin Thai culture fora long time.To a large extent, Brahma worshp
in Thai society is basedin Buddhism.Some characteristcs show through but not prominently. For instance, there is a lof ty s pirit, but
its role is to supportthe Buddha, and to influence moral and ethical affairs. In 1958, a group of politicians introducedthe roots of
Brahman belief, embellished them to take on a deeper meaning and built Brahman Erawan shrine. They published the sacrec
accountof Brahma Erawan widely through modern media, resulting in the popularizing of Brahma worship among urban people.
Over time, it became a Brahman worship ceremony, making “Brahma” an elevated spirit witha lofty role butin religion, he became

more involved with the worldly affairs of mankind.

The cult spread,andthe ceremony in each locality consists of different elements because of their differing genesis.
There are many ceremonial symbols, which call forth sincerity an dbelief from the worshippers. There is alsoanother set of symbols
which serveto further reinforce beliefsin Thai tradition and Brahma worship, but these all differ across the localities, de pending on
the objectives of the organizers. Symbols in the ceremony indicate that Brahma represents virtue, and represents the people in
urban culture. They also reflect the blending together of many beliefs within Thai tradition, so that urban people may have a
common point of faith. The power of the Brahman worship ceremony lies in the story itself, the belief, the ritual, the broadscope
of qualities andimages denoting goodness. These all allow the participants trusting in Brahma to embellishthe meaning in or der
to serve present-day society. The Brahma worship cultis an “ideology for urban tradition”. It has arisen as a response by urban

people having a complexlifestyle andintricate wishes. This cultis culturalcapital introducedto builda unique brandfor saleanc

export.
Department:  Thai Student's Signature ...
Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature ..

Academic Year: 2017 Co-Advisor's Signature
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