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## 5786954051 : MAJOR DEMOGRAPHY
KEYWORDS: OLDER PERSONS / ACTIVE AGEING / AGEING SOCIETY / TELEVISION PROGRAMS / COMPLETED
AGED SOCIETY
TORSANGRASMEE TEETAKAEW: The Development of Television Programs for Older Persons and
Completed Aged Society.. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. WILAI WONGSERBCHART, 146 pp.

Thailand’s shift towards an aging society and the transition of the country’s content production and
television broadcasting towards digitalization will enable the utilization of the television media more effectively. The
objectives of this study are 1) to examine conditions and roles of television broadcast in disseminating knowledge to
older persons; 2) to study needs and behaviors of older persons in watching television programs which directed
towards them; and 3) to investigate directions of policy-making for producing television programs that are suitable for
older persons by implementing “active aging" concept in order to collect the following quantitative and qualitative
data. 1) Surveying relevant documents and criticizing 15 episodes of television programs which were randomly
selected from five television programs aired during 2014 and 2015. 2) Exploring needs and behaviors of older
persons in watching senior-targeted television programs through a survey interviewing 420 older persons in Bangkok
which were gathered by random selection. 3) Conducting in-depth interviews with 11 key informants in order to

gauge the direction of policy-making regarding the productions of television programs targeted at older persons.

The study shows following results: 1) The television industry in Thailand has a total of 768
television broadcasting stations, out of these, 48 are digital television broadcasting stations. Among these stations,
television programs targeted at older persons are scarce. There are only five such television programs from four
stations. 2) The existing television programs promote the active aging concept, but they are inadequate in presenting
its dimensions in depth. However, the image of older persons shows on various television programs vary depending
on media owners, and also reflect ageism. 3) Proportion of the respondents who know of the targeted programs is
low because they do not know that such programs exist. However, most of the respondents want to watch television
programs which target towards older persons every day, especially those related to health and also want to
participate in interactive programs. Many respondents are also interested in connecting television programs with
innovative technologies, such as social media, to facilitate older persons in watching such television programs and in
making their response to the programs. 4) The key informants believe that the production of television content for
older persons should be given high priority in the programs run by each television channel. The programs should
also include content that raises the value of older persons in order to promote peaceful coexistence among all age
groups. This research also proposes a direction for the production of television programs along with model
prototypes for Thai television networks to implement the concept of active aging for the purpose of building a

complete knowledge base to welcome the completed aged society.

Field of Study:  Demography Student's Signature

Academic Year: 2016 Advisor's Signature
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