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THANSUDA TEPGUL: Russia's Eastward Turn: A Case Study of Energy
Relationship between Russia and China. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. NATTHANAN

KUNNAMAS, Ph.D., 180 pp.

This thesis is focused on the Russia's Eastward Turn by using a case study of
energy relationship between Russia and China during 2009 — 2015. This study applies
the offensive realism theory; initiated by John Mearsheimer; as a main framework and
integrates with Geopolitics, Geo-economic, and Polarity approach. The research
argues that the Russia’s Eastward Turn had attempted to seek survival and a partner
while United States' influence declined and the relationship with western countries
worsened since the Georgia War in 2008 and Ukraine Crisis in 2014. Oil and natural
gas in Eastern Siberia and Russia Far East had been used as the tools to make the
relationship with China and use this relation to expand role and influence in the East

for balancing the western power.

The study shows that the energy relations between Russia and China were
the most successful policy of Russia’s Eastward Turn, resulting in the construction of
pipeline system from Russia to China and Asia — Pacific coast. The Power of Siberia
project in 2014 had covered a long-term gas deal and the first construction of gas
pipeline to China. This project also urged cooperation among East Asian countries in
a similar way. The existence of those pipelines would assure long-term energy
security for both Russia and China as well as other East Asian countries, i.e., to
balance exporting energy between both sides of the world. Moreover, the energy
relations with China benefitted Russia to avoid the conflict with the west, supported
multipolar world orders and balanced the western power especially the United

states by using oil and natural gas.
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’ John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedly of Great Power Politics, 2nd ed. (New York: W.W.Norton, 2014), 21.
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International Security 27, no. 1 (2002): 151-52.

" Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics, 21.

2 Snyder, Mearsheimer's World-Offensive Realism and the Struggle for Security: A Review Essay, 154.
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# Mearsheimer, 398 - 99.
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European Council on Foreign Relations, 2015), 7.
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# Rakesh Krishnan Simha, "Aleppo Fallout: Why Russia’s China Connection Comes with a Sting," 2016, RBTH,
https://www.rbth.com/blogs/continental_drift/2016/12/08/aleppo-fallout-why-russias-china-connection-
comes-with-a-sting_654573 (Oct 29, 2017).

® \pand nond, Niisgmans | Anudadunnm fuviadausn ed. (nyawme: Tawudana, 2560), 57 - 58.

% Charlies Clover, "The Unlikely Origins of Russia’s Manifest Destiny," 2016, Foreign Policy,
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/07/27/geopolitics-russia-mackinder-eurasia-heartland-dugin-ukraine-
eurasianism-manifest-destiny-putin/ (July 7 2017).

2 s P
" \aad nond, 80 - 82.
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*Ibid., 93 - 95.

“Ibid., 100.

* Edward N. Luttwak, "From Geopolitics to Geo-Economics: Logic of Conflict, Grammar of Commerce," The
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2 Paik, “Sino-Russian Gas and Oil Cooperation — Entering a New Era of Strategic Partnership?,” 8.
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