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# # 5580524522 : MAJOR LITERATURE AND COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEYWORD: CRISIS OF MASCULINE IDENTITY, WORLD WAR II | LITERARY WORKS
Matana Jaturasangpairoj : THE CRISIS OF MASCULINE IDENTITY IN KAWABATA YASUNARI 'S POST-

WORLD WAR II LITERARY WORKS . Advisor: Assoc. Prof. Trisilpa Boonkhachorn, Ph.D. Co-advisor:

Assoc. Prof. Duantem Krisdathanont, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to study the crisis of masculine identity in Yasunari Kawabata’s post-world war I
literary works. These literary works include Yama No Oto (1954), Nemurerubjjo (1961), Kataude (1964),

Tanpopo (1968). The study also focuses on the social and cultural backgrounds relevant to the novels.

The study finds that Yasunari Kawabata’s post-world war 1T literary works relates to social
background at that time. The crisis of masculine identity represented in these novels reflects the condition of
Japanese society from the 1950’s to the 1960’s , the aftermath of the defeat and the military occupation by
the United States. The writer reflects on the social conditions through the male protagonists in novels who
are portrayed as the antihero encountering the sexual dysfunction and experiencing the state of social
isolation. The male characters in these novels reflect the powerlessness of the male which can be regarded
as the crisis of masculine identity. The novels portray the image of the male that emphasizes the failure of the
man who is the head of a family. In other words, the male protagonists avoid from being a good father and a
good husband in accordance to the fixed gender roles in the Japanese family system where men are supposed
to be strong with responsibilities imposed upon them. The novels also portray the image of the male which
emphasizes the social isolation due to difficulties in establishing relationships with others, especially the power
relation between men and women. However, men have attempted to negotiate with the crisis by expressing
their sexual desire or their sexual behaviors regarded as deviant according to the social norms. The distorted
sexual desire are reflected through the taboo relationship suppressed in the unconscious mind and reveals the
anxiety over their gender role or the loss of masculinity. The crisis of masculine identity represented in the
novels reflects the internal image of the male that appears to be the tension between individualism and social

structure in Japan at that time.

Field of Study: Literature and Comparative Student's Signature .......cccoevveveveenen
Literature
Academic Year: 2018 Advisor's Signature ..........cccecveveveennns
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