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SOME THOUGHTS ON CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

Ability to speak, read, and write some **World language,”” that is, a language which will make
participation in international conferences and free movement about the world possible;

A grasp of the framework of Western economy, use of money and credit, and a recognition of
the implications of living in a contract rather than a status society;

A modicum of cross-cultural sophistication which enables the individual, concerned to
work among people with different codes and standards without taking offense or becoming
disoriented;

A working acceptance of the state of mind roughly summarized in such phrases as “‘the
scientific attitude’ with an ability to act within its premises in public interpersonal contexts,
political, economic, and technological;

Some conceptualized view of history which makes it possible 1o deal with the time perspectives
(toward the past and future) of the great civilizations;

A sufficient independence of the living mesh of his own culture 1o be able to exist outside it
without crippling nostalgia. \

Margaret Mead. ‘‘Professional Problems of Education in Developing Countries.”” Journal of

Negro Education, Vol. 15, Summer 1946, pp. 346-357.
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