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ABSTRACT

THE SUPPLY-DEMAND ANALYSIS OF CONTRACEPTIVE PRACTICE:

THE CASE OF THAILAND, 1984

It 1is noted that family planning programmes in
Thailand have proved very successful. Research in the field
shows that the reasons for improvement in the rate of con-
traceptive use during 1970—1979 relate to supply and demand
of  children as well as to costs of regulation. These
findings un&erline the purpose of this study. It examines
the ' current trend of the supply of (Cn) and demand for (Cd}
children -as well as the present costs of regulation ({R¢).
In addition, this study focusses on the linkage of
socio-economic variables to this trend and their interrela-
tionship. |

The data for this study are taken from the third
Contraceptive Prevalence Survey which was carfied out from

May 1983 to July 1884 jointly by the Research Center of the

National 1Institute of Developnment Administration (NIDA) and

the  Institute of Population and Social Research at Mahidol

_ University in Collaboration with the Family Health Division

'of the Ministry of Public Health.

| This study is based on the supply-demand analysis of
kcontraceptive practice model of Easterlin and Crimmins and
ihdicates that a couple decides to control its fertility
“hen there are both motivation feor fertility regulation and

GW; regulation costs. It is ~found that the motivaticn



variable correlates pogitively with the use of fertiiity
control. It is so no matter whether motivation is measured
by the difference of éupply and demand for children (Cn-Cd},
the supply of children, the demand for children, wanting no
more children, the difference between number of living
children and demand for c¢hildren (C-Cd) or living children
alone. However, Cn~Cd provides the best measure o¢f the
degree of motivation for fertility control. At the same
time, the regulation costs variable, measured here by number
of methods known to a couple, relates positively with use of
fertility contrel. Both motivation and regulation costs are
variables that reinforce each other in explaining reasons
for use of fertility control.

In terms of socioc-econonic variables which affect Cd,
R¢ and such components of Cn as rate of ¢hild mortality and
the duration  of marriage, this study finds that wife's
education, place of residence and length of time that
electricity has been available relate to the motivation and
regulation <costs variables in the expected directiecn. In
other words, in the group of higher educated women, living
in urban areas and/or with longer term use of electricity,
there are lower rates of child motality, shorter duration of
marriage, smaller desired family size and a larger number of
methods ~ known than are found in the group of less educated
women and/or living in rural areas with electricity availa-
ble  for Shorter periocds.  As for such components of Cn as
not secondarily sterile (WSS} and proportions of pregnancy
wastage, there is a tendency for ohange in relationship due

~to physiological factors rather than socio-economic ones.
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' No HMore
EVERU 23h | .13k L07% | oB* |=.21% |-.10% | .87 | .34 |1656
{cn-ca L 22% .45% | .56% (~,17% |-.17* |4.51 | 1.67 | 1656|
Wants no more .29% | L14x|-.14% | .14*% | .93 | .26 | 1656
c-cd .30% |~,28% | .65% | .50 | 1.54 | 1656
cn | .18x | .a1* [8.00]1.20 | 1656
cd ‘ | 55% | 3,49 | 1.40 | 1656
c ' ~ e 3.99 | 1.78 | 1656
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amnand | ca-cd | No More | c-cd Cn cd ¢ KNOWMETH |  CONST x® N
1 .3607 .3753 ~1.005 146.10 | 1656
.(8.2126) {7.6154) ,'(~4.07z9)\2
2 1.1237 4011 -.6213 | 97.60| 1656
(4.9553) (8.3078) | (-2.2801)
3 | .1325 .4008 .3400 | 82.91{ 1656
(2.6238) (8.3033) (1.8743)
4 .1938 L4086 ~1.1736 86.34] 1656
(3.2956) (8.4596) | (-2.3409)
5 -.3304 .3668 1.7628 | 123.23| 1656
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3. LA¥AINT (FARMER)  0.3394  -0.0960 | 0.0007 | 0.7878 | 0.0811 | -0.0026
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