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WIRAWAN OUPRAMAN : FAMILY FUNCTIONING IN I'Hb FAMILIES OF

DEPRESSED AND NON-DEPRESSED CHILDREN. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSU. PRUF. UMAPORN TRANGKASOMBAT, M.D. 134 pp. ISBN 974-
631-277-4

The purpose of this stucy was to compare the family functioning in the
families of cepressec anc non-cepressd children and to study the corelation between
various aspect of family functioning and childhood depression. The subjects in this
stucy consisted of two main group, each group were 50 families seen in the chilc
psychiatric clinics at The Bangkok Mental Health Center, Chulalongkorn, Siriraj anc,
Ramathiboci Hospital. Two instruments were used; The Childrens Depression Inven-
tory (CDI) which measurec the level of cepression and The Family Assesment Devices
(FAD) which measurec family functioning. The cata were analyzed by percentage,
arithmetic mean, stancarc ceviation, CHIl-square test,Unpaired t-Test, F-test and LSD
test with SPSS/PCT program.

The major fincings were as follows.

1. In families of cepressed children all dimensions of family functioning
except atfective responsiveness, ciffered from familes of non-depressed chilaren at
the significance level of .05-.U1.

2. the percentage of tamilies with dysfunctioning in communication anc
aftective involvement were higher in families of cepressed children than in the
families of non-depressed children at the significance level .01.

3. Except for affective responsiveness, all dimensions of family functioning
were corelated with chilchood depression at the signiticance level ot.05. The aspect
which highest correlation were affective involvement (1 = .36).

The resuits of this study suggest that family functioning contributes to
the development of childhood depression. Assessing families and improving family
functioning especially affective involvement and communication are neccessary.

Campaign to support the family and improve family functioning may prevent this

problem.
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