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ABSTRACT

This Thesis is an analysis of the evolﬁtion of the political
and economic structure in - Chiang Mai during 1846-1899 A.D,before the
introduction of the "Thesapiban" system. In this, the aim of the
research is to study the impact of the penetration of British Subject,
Western Trade, Teak Industry and Missionaries in Chiang Mai, These
factors brought up the conflict between these interest groups and
Chiang Mai ruling princes; in cohsequence the latter's political and

economic power was undermined.

Besides, Western pressure was strongly felt in *Chiang Mai with
the emergence of large scale timber .business dominated by British

merchants. Eventually a tense situation developed between British

merchants and Chiang #ai ruling- princes; which demanded Bangkok inter-

vention in Chiang Mai politics.

From 1874 to 1899, Bangkok . moved in to supervise

the carrying out of the provision of the Cfﬁengmai Treaty of 1874,



This changed the internal administrative structure and pattern of
government Chiang Mai. Obviously, the change overall that happened
to Chiang Maiwas its loss of the traditional form of autonomy in their

relation with the court of Bangkok known as " Tributary States ".

This research finds that the process of change that took place befor
1899 actually affected the authority of the ruling princes. When
Bangkok took control over Chiang Mai by the centralized system of
provincial administration "Thesapiban" in 1899, the resistance from

the ruling princes was minimal.
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