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# # 5880623224 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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Suchada Liangchoosak : The Role of South Korean Civil Society in
Campaigning Aboard about Comfort Women Issue: A Study during 2010-
2017. Advisor: Asst. Prof. TEEWIN SUPUTTIKUN, Ph.D.

The aim of this thesis is to study the role of South Korean civil societies in
erecting comfort women monuments and statues abroad and raising the comfort
women issue to the international institution — United Nations — during 2010-2017 to
call for Japan’s responsibility to the issue of comfort women during WWII. The study
is to answer the question: What are the strategies that South Korean civil societies
utilized to erect comfort women monuments and statues in different countries,
outside South Korea, and took the issue to the United Nations? This thesis applied
the concept of “transnational civil society” to investigate the strategies of 3 groups
of South Korean civil societies - the Korean council for women drafted for military
sexual slavery by Japan (the Korean Council), Hwaseong city civic group, and Suwon
city civic group. This thesis found that the erecting comfort women monuments and
statues abroad and raising the comfort women issue to the United Nations were
done through transnational networks with civil societies in other country and
international organizations. 3 strategies were used in making cooperation with
transnational networks, there were creating the feeling of sisterhood, using universal

ideology (human rights and women’s rights) and survivor’s testimony.
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! C. Sarah Soh, "The “Comfort Women”: Movement for Redress," Asian Survey 36, 12
(December 1996): 1227.

2 C. Sarah Soh, The Comfort Women: Sexual Violence and Postcolonial Memory in Korea

and Japan, (Chicago: University of Chicago, 2008), p. 69.

® Hayato Nakayama, "Japanese Activists Who Support Redress for “Comfort Women”:
Why and How Do They Address the “Comfort Women” Issue?," (Master's thesis, Graduate Studies,
University of Manitoba, 2013), p. 4.

* Kumagai Naoko, The Comfort Women: Historical, Political, and Moral Perspectives,

trans. David Noble (Tokyo: International House of Japan, 2016), p. 24.
> Nakayama, "Japanese Activists Who Support Redress for “Comfort Women”: Why and
How Do They Address the “Comfort Women” Issue?," pp. 4-5.
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" Jeff Kingston, "Japan’s Prime Minister Could Solve the ‘Comfort Women’ Issue Once

and for All. So Why Won’t He?," The Washington post, 22 January 2018, [online] Available from:
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® Naoko, The Comfort Women: Historical, Political, and Moral Perspectives, trans. Noble.
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19 Muta Kazue, "The ‘Comfort Women’ Issue and the Embedded Culture of Sexual

Violence in Contemporary Japan," Current Sociology Monograph 64, 4 (November 2016): 623.

' David Boling, "Mass Rape, Enforced Prostitution, and the Japanese Imperial Army:

Japan Eschews International Legal Responsibility?," The Columbia Journal of Transnational Law

32, 3 (1995): 541-42.
12 Soh, "The “Comfort Women”: Movement for Redress," p. 1230.

 bid., p. 1226.
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