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BOUAVONE SOUKLASEANG : STATE AND AND SOCIAL REVOLUTION: A
CASE STUDY OF LAOS REVOLUTION.

ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. SURACHART BAMRUNGSUK Ph.D., pp.

This thesis tries to apply the theory of social revolution be Theda Skocpol to
the Laotian Revolution (1893-1975). The analysis is based on three levels:
international, state, and individual level.

The research find out that Skocpol’'s theory cannot explain the Laotian
Revolution because she emphasize not only on strong-states but also on state-level.
These state were peasant-bureaucratic societies which were different from the
Laotian condition.

The Laotian was weak and intervened by foreign power. From 1893-1954 the
country was colonized by France. In this period, there were revolution movement
because of conflict among elites and of colonial exploitation. These conditions were
different from Skocpol’s theory.

After 1954, the United States of America decided to intervene to Laos. The
country was divided politically; some elites supported the U.S. because they could
get benefit from the U.S. However some elites decided to join the revolution
movement; they demanded independence for the country .

In this period, the conflict spread out and the country was torn out by war.
This condition helped to support the revolution movement to mobilize popular

support among the people. Until 1975 the revolution movement succeeded.

Field of Study : Political Science Student’s Signature
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