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# # 5185104128 : MAJOR COMMUNICATION ARTS
KEYWORDS : ONLINE MEDIA, INTERNET, POLITICAL COMMUNICATION, YOUTH

PIMONPAN CHAINAN : ONLINE MEDIA AND POLITICAL COMMUNICATION OF THAI

YOUTH. ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. PIRONGRONG RAMASOQOTA, Ph.D., CO-ADVISOR :

ASSOC. PROF. SORAJ HONGLADAROM, Ph.D., 327 pp.

This study aims at examining how young people in Thailand use new media to participate in
politics, and relevant factors that influence online political participation of young people. Two major
groups of youth are targeted for the study — the general youth citizens, and youth groups who are
politically active and have assembled based on common political interests.

The study uses both quantitative and qualitative methodologies in data collection. For the
quantitative part, data was collected using self-administered questionnaire survey with 736 young
people, aged between 18 — 30 years old in four regions across Thailand -- Central, North, Northeast,
and South. As for the qualitative part, a case study approach was used pursue the above inquiry. The
case studies are drawn from interviews and unobtrusive observations of activities of members belonging
to four politically active youth groups: 1) Student Federation of Thailand, 2) Youth Cares for Thailand, and
3) Student Alliance against Autonomous University, and 4) Youth Conserve Environment Prachuap Khiri
Khan.

Based on the quantitative research, six factors are found to directly influence online political
participation: offline political participation, political participation via traditional media, interest in politics,
political self-efficacy, political trust, and attitude towards the Internet’'s potentials in facilitating political
communication and participation. Moreover, the findings indicate that political socialization from family
and educational institutions as well as social capital influence online political participation, but through
mediation of offline political participation.

The findings from qualitative research show that these youth groups employ online social media
in political communication in seven ways: 1) access to information, 2) communicating and coordinating
among group members, 3) public communication and information dissemination, 4) networking, 5)
mobilization of resources, 6) building alternative public sphere and, 7) constructing political identity.
How these young activists use online social media in political participation depends on different factors
including shortage of human and financial resources, internet access capability, timing, the group’s
recognition of the Internet’s political capacity, availability of other communication channels, as well as
the types of activity and the target group of participants whom the young activists aim to communicate
with and mobilize.

Field of Study : Communication Arts Student’s Signature

Academic Year: _._2012 Advisor’s Signature
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