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# # 5384870128 : MAJOR COMMUNICATION ARTS

KEYWORDS : COPY AND SHARE IN THAI NEWSPAPERS / MORAL CONFLICT / THAI

NEWSPAPERS / COPY-PASTE
PANICHA TEMHON : COPYING AND SHARING NEWS AND MORAL CONFLICTS
IN THAI NEWSPAPERS. ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. PIRONGRONG
RAMASOOTA,Ph.D.,218 pp.

The research aims to study the understanding and practice of journalists about copying
and sharing of news and the patterns that appear in the practice of Thai newspaper journalists, the
difference thereof between professionals in print and online news, factors that affect the copying and
sharing, and ethical conflicts that emerge.

According to research result, the studied journalists understand copying news as taking
news of others as their own, without making any reference or edited changes while sharing news,
means exchanging news, mutually using the news ,team working and helping each other to get
news. In terms of news sharing practice, the interviewed journalists view it as a division of labor, at
group, organizational, and cross-organizational levels.The following pattern of news sharing is found.
Reporters type the original news piece and send it to their news affiliations. They share in each
personal group via e-mail or in their circle of friends. In terms of news copying practice they copy the
entire text from different sources ranging from press releases, their professional peers’ copies ,and
websites .The pattern of making reference to the original authors is not consistent and does not differ
in online and print versions .The usual pattern in copy production is for one single reporter to
produce different versions of the same news for multiple platforms.The factors that led to the copying
and sharing among the journalists include shortage of reporters, deadline pressure, social
relationship in news fields and fear of missing out on important news, need to support various media
platforms, and personally factors like laziness or inertia .However, most studied journalists feel that
sharing news does not impose an ethical conflict since it is a part of personal and professional
relationship in the news fields. But copying without reference is regarded as a breach of professional

ethics while it is entirely unacceptable to share or copy exclusive news.

Field of Study : Communication_ Arts Student’s Signature

Academic Year : 2012 Advisor’s Signature
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"They found two striking things. First, when they tried to trace the origins of their 'facts', they
discovered that only 12% of the stories were wholly composed of material researched by reporters.

With 8% of the stories, they just couldn't be sure. The remaining 80%, they found, were wholly, mainly
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or partially constructed from second-hand material, provided by news agencies and by the public
relations industry. "Second, when they looked for evidence that these 'facts' had been thoroughly
checked, they found this was happening in only 12% of the stories."
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“Churnalism.com will clearly help expose some laziness in the media. The accompanying

film shows it may be possible to make up a story about a "penazzle",the male answer to the crystal

decorations offered by a vajazzle, and get it covered by an enthusiastic newspaper or two.
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However, that doesn't mean that all journalism amounts to some sort of fraud. Though, in the
case of the penazzle, it is rather hard to conclude that anybody has been harmed. And, come to
think of it, if it was so easy to push the idea of male genital decoration into a newspaper, penazzles

may in fact be a business idea waiting to happen.”
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