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PROF. DR. SOMSAK PANHA, 218 pp. ISBN 974-17-0292-2

The hermit crabs were collected along the coasts and the shallow seas in the
Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea from June 1999 to January 2002. The reference
collections of hermit crabs from various museums in Thailand were also investigated.
Thirty-five species and one subspecies of 8 genera and 3 families were identified.
|dentification key were constructed using various morphological characteristics i.e.
carapace morphology, anterior appendages, chelipeds, second and third pereiopods
and pleopods. Color patterns of some colorful genera were recorded for description.
Seven species and one subspecies occupy only in the gulf areas, 11 species live only
the Andaman Sea areas hut there are 17 species occupy in both areas. Number of
species  ten different habitats are clarified as follows; 3 species in beach forest, 3
species in sandy beach (supralittoral zone); 7 species in mangrove forest, 6 species in
mud flat, 8 species in sandy mud areas, 13 species  muddy sand areas, 12 species
sandy beach, 16 species in rocky beach and 9 species in coral reef (intertidal zone); 14
species and 1 subspecies in subtidal zone. Seven species are predicted to be rare or
very rare species with some specific characteristics such as specific habitat type
requirement and limited distribution. clibanarius longitarsus and Diogenes avarus dl€
most abundant which found in almost all habitats and had wide distribution. Most
species of hermit crabs utilize dead marine gastropod shells as their shelters, however
many of them were found using freshwater and land gastropod shells. The preliminary
analysis showed that each hermit species utilize various shell species.
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