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This thesis aims at studying history of Thai musicals called Lakon Pleng from
around 1930 to 1989 focussing its golden period 1947 - 1953 with Kwam Pyabat in 1949
as the case study. Research methodology includes documentary review, interviewing of
first hand experienced people-director, musicians, actors, playwright, audience and actual

practice with Ladda Silapabanleng, original director of Kwam Pyabat.

Research finds that Thai musicals were developed from Lakon Rong, earlier
musical theatre around 1930, until its full form in 1947. Its golden years were from 1947
to 1953. Its was declined by the movies. It reappeared on television between 1956 - 1970.
last performance was staged in 1989. Lakon Pleng at early stage was performed by all
females except clowns. From around 1947 males took over male characters. Number of
songs declined from 39 to 2 - 3 songs in a play. A Performance last about 3 hours with singing,
dancing and comic sketches during 3-5 scence changings. Acting, scenery and costume were
realistic style. Western music ensemble accompanied singing and used as music background.
Kwam Pyabat had some special performance elements- very long monologue, no dancing

and comedians, long story which was divided into seven acts.

Lakon Pleng is rarely performed today, and there are many subjects of Thai

musicals that need to be studied.
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