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The purposes of this research is to study on Thai and Akha cultural integration
process of Akha students in elementary school. It is a case study of the Akha students in
elementary school at Plaifa Village, Maesai District, Chiangrai Province. Data are
collected from relevant documents, participant observation and informal interview, then
synthesized data means of domain analysis and componential analysis, and presented
the findings through analytic description.

The study shows that the Akha children at Plaifa Village had adjusted their
identity Akha culture to the modern culture. They present 2 perspectives : awareness of
themselves as being 1) part of the Akha tribal community and 2) being part of the Thai
people. The Akha children have integrated Thai cultural norms to their way of life;  their
language, religion, art, and social customs. This has enabled them to suivive changes
adjusting as a result of Thai education; the imposed social environment; and the
influence of modern science and information technology. The children of the Akha
people have integrated their culture to the Thai culture and lost much of their Akha
identity, one of ten abandoning their own culture completely. Sometimes it is difficult to
recognize the Akha apart from Thai in their customs. Food, language, religion, art,
modern and social community. On the other hand, Akha children now have an
understanding of a multi - culture society.  conclusion, Akha children can adjust their
culture  a changing world.
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