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The purpose of this thesis is to categorize, and analyze 154 Thai tales that contain
unusual marriage motif in order to find their hidden cultural meanings.

The study revealed that unusual marriage motif in Thai tales can be categorized
into 5 groups-marriage of mortal and supernatural beings, marriage of person and animals,
marriage of supernatural beings and animals, marriage of animals to another species, and
marriage via consuming things. Among these groups, there are 6 motifs frequently found -
human being marries ogre, human being marries woman born from a lotus, human being
marries Kinnarii—a kind of mythical creatures with wings and tail, human being marries
serpent or Naga, human being marries animal : animal transforming to human beings later,
pregnancy by drinking water or urine from an elephant’s footprint.

suai marriage motif in Thai tales contain both universal and cultural meanings.
In term of universality, they represent universal motif which can also be found in several
culture. They reveal both similarity and difference. ~ The similarity shows the universal
thought of all mankind whereas the difference comes from cultural diversity. In Thai tales,
they reflect beliefs and values of kinship and marriage system in Thai society. They also
reflect conflicts between members in a family. In addition, they can show the
characteristic of cultural integration among Buddhism, Brahmanism and indigenous local
beliefs. Thus, they represent several aspects of Thai cultures.
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