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There are two main objectives in this study: firstly to examine the relationship between
demographic, socioeconomic characteristics of Thai labor force and the demand for professional-skills
development; secondly, to identify factors affecting the demand for professional-skills development.
Data used inthis study were derived from the project entitled “The Labor Force Survey, the whole
kingdom, round 3: August 1999" which were conducted by the National Statistical Office. The sample of
164,831 people were 13 years of age and over.

There are 10 independent variables in this analysis, namely, sex, age, education, marital
status, areas of residence, region, number of household members, occupation, work status and income.
The result of crosstabulation analysis shows that the relationship between the demand for professional-
skills development and all variables is positive. Moreover, there are 3 factors out of those 10, which are
not consistent with hypothesis. The multinomial logit regression analysis revealed that sex and
education possess a positive relationship. Marital status, areas of residence, region, number of
household members, occupation, work status and income possess a negative relationship. On the
ground of explanation of the demand for professional-skills development and compliance with
hypothesis, the third model is comparatively better than the other two.

Findings from this study indicate that the government still has to support labor force in funding,
knowledge and facilities in professional-skills development. More researches related to this topic
should be conducted continuously and other factors should be considered.
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