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This thesis intends to examine and assess Ronald Dworkin's theory of equality of resources
which claims distribution is just when it responds to preferences and ambitions people choose for
themselves and when it satisfies everybody and results in fair shares. Such distribution, according to
Dworkin, is rendered possible by the hypothetical insurance market the functioning of which accords
well with the principle of equal respect and concerns underlying the liberal tradition. Decisions in
such market involve the situation that is equal and free. Risks people faced are treated as hidden
factors. As no one knows of their endowments, decisions they made can be said to reflect their free
and voluntary choices based on what they think are good and valuable in life, Dworkin believes that
people will choose to insure themselves and so hypothetical choice can provide legitimation for
government's redistributive intervention in the market through tax system to compensate
underprivileged persons. Dworkin's account of distributive justice faces serious challenges from
philosophers in his own tradition who do not agree with the treatment of the question of equal respect
and concerns as merely involving the matter of choice and subjective satisfaction. The concept of
choice is ambiguous and subjectivity may be determined externally. Distinction between the person
and his circumstance will not do as well. Abstract principle of equality used by Dworkin to support his
thesis itself lack justification in terms of status and rigor. What these critics do not touch adequately is
where these inadequacies come from. Real difficulty confronted by Dworkin is due to conflicts at 3
levels of concepts and standpoints he adopts (1) between distributive roles played by free market
and state authority (2) between distributive importance of market freedom and limited freedom under
government-administered constraints to liberty and (3) between value pluralism and ethical monism.
Dworkin is reluctant to take side in the controversy over distributive justice and that causes his
argument to consist of incompatible claims, hence, at best, lacking logical rigor and power and, at
worst, self-contradictory and vulnerable to criticism from all sides.
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