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THESIS ADVISOR: CHALONG SOONTRAVANICH. 217 pp. [ISBN 974-03-0688-8.

This thesis aims to dy the roles of the Thai governments and political elites concerning
Lao independence movements during 1940-1949, namely the Khana Ku-issara-phap Lao, the Seri
Lao and the Lao Issara, and analyzes the changes of this roles from the political, economical and

social contexts both inside and outside Thailand.

The result of this smdy shows that Thai governments and political elites had important
roles concerning the Lao independence movements since Indochina war between Thailand and
France in 1940. Thai government wanted to spread the nationalist idea to all the people inside
Thailand and Laos. From this policy, Lao nationalists cooperated with Thai government, and
expected help in order to fight for the Lao independence. During World War Il, Thai government
allied with Japan and declared war against the . . and Great Britain, so Pridi Phanomyoung and
his group formed the Seri Thai and supported the Seri Lao or the Lao Issara. After World War II,
the Lao Issara successfully proclaimed Lao independence and formed the government in their
homeland in October 1945, but only 8 months later, French troops reoccupied Laos so the Lao
Issara’s government had to seek refuge in Thailand. After Thailand abrogated the war declaration
and became one of United Nation members, the Thai government gave full support to the Lao
Issara. However, because of the Cold War and the political conflicts inside Thailand in 1948, the
Thai government did not only stop helping the Lao lIssara but also pushed them out of Thailand.

The Lao Issara’s government was thus dissolved in the following year.
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