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Statute of limitation in criminal law is the limitation period during which to
prosecute offenders to get punishments by law. If the limitation periods are expired, the
case cannot be brought to court. Because of this there are a lot of accuses or
defendants who get benefit from the gap of this law. They break the law, escape and
wait for the statute of limitation that defines “fleeing from justice” to expire. Hence the
criminal law cannot be enforced.

The main purpose of this thesis is to study the definition of the statute of
limitation in the criminal law from the past and up to the present time. The current
criminal code was drafted on the first of January 1957. The statute of limitation has not
been amended since then. The policy of the time bar in statute of limitation is based on
the seriousness of the conduct and the consequent severity of the punishment, and not
on evidentiary and investigative issues. Moreover the statute of limitation in criminal law
has no tolling statute of limitation rule for fugitives from justice. The thesis compares Thai
criminal law with the criminal laws of the United States of America and Japan. Both of
latter have a tolling statute limitation rule to punish fugitives from justice. Finally this
thesis suggests the proper pattern of tolling statute limitation for fleeing from justice in
Thai criminal law.
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