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The purpose of this clssertation is to darify and compare the ideas of “humen nature” understood
[y representative and altemative democratic theorists. Regarciing research methodology, the author takes
Close textual analysis in political philosophy. This cissertation proceeded on the hypothesis that
representative democratic theorists place an emphasis on the cerk side of humen reture but altermative
democratic theorists place an emphasis on the bright sice of humen nature The findings of this
dissertation corfirms the hypothesis

Trefindings of this clissertation are as follovs:

1 Representative cemocratic theorists believe that human beings are classified into two fixed
oroups,that are. ignorart mejortties and intelligent minorities Tre former should have
important roles in leadling the country while the [atter should follow the intelligent fewOn the cortrary;
altemative democratic theorists think thet there are no fixed classes of leaders and folloners. Anyore can
cevelop ones political abilities and help one another in shaping the common good Therefore, altermetive
cemocratic theorists believe inthe alolities of the mejorities more than representative cemocratic ones.

2. Representative cemocratic theorists think thet human beings are rather unreliable ut
altemative cemocratic theorists think in a very different way Altermetive democratic theorists except
Robert A Dehl redlize thet: power can cormupt huran beings but it is up to indiviclel mindl to let pover
infiuence him like this or not.On the contrary, representative denocratic theorists except Jon Stuert M
and Halminton believe that anyone who possesses alosolute power cannot control oneself. Jon Stuert M
and Halminton think thet few peaple can overcome their passions when they hold unchecked poner.
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