
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION

It is necessary to use the definition o f adaptation at the beginning o f this 
study to frame this research. Adaptation is the changes in an organism's 
structure, function, or behavior that increase its ability to live in a particular 
environment. Thus, in the process o f adaptation, environment plays a deciding 
role in the process. An adaptation would occur only when there is change in 
environment. For this reason the adaptation o f Annam-nikai in Bangkok, as 
argued in this thesis is the result o f the change o f its temple’s community. 
Throughout its historical development, it can be seen that the community of 
Annam-nikai temples instigated a great deal in the process o f change and 
adjustment o f Annam-nikai. The relation between community and religion as 
studied at the beginning o f chapter III shows that community plays a role as the 
direct environment o f religion. The changes in community directly influence its 
religion. This is because community plays the deciding role in the existence and 
development o f religion. Religion can be created by an individual or a group o f 
people. But religion can not exist only by an individual or a small group of 
people. It needs a community o f people who share the same belief in that 
religion. Therefore, when the temple’s community changes, the environment 
changes; Annam-nikai, as a religious organization of the community, changes 
accordingly to conform to the changing environment. The process of adaptation 
begins. This change in the community o f Annam-nikai’s temples can be seen in 
the replacement o f the Vietnamese community with the Chinese and Thai 
community and the special attention o f Thai Royal Court.

This process o f replacement is a gradual process. Due to sharing the 
same origin o f Lam Te and Tao Dong Zen sects and similarities in culture, the 
practice o f Vietnamese temples was not so foreign to the Chinese in Bangkok 
during the early Rattanakosin period. Therefore, besides the main support from
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the Vietnamese community, Annam-nikai temples received attention from the 
Chinese as well.

During the third period o f its development, upon receiving special 
interest from King Rama IV and Rama V, its community of supporters included 
the Chinese Buddhists and the Thai Royal Court marking diversity in the 
temple’s community. This is the transitional stage o f the replacement’s process. 
The replacement stage occurred from post WWII to the end o f the Vietnam War. 
Due to political and cultural factors, the Vietnamese community in Bangkok had 
gradually assimilated and integrated into Thai society. This period saw many 
changes in the world politics as well as in Thai politics resulting in unfavorable 
policies towards communism, especially the Vietnamese. These unfavorable 
policies impacted the process o f assimilation and integration o f the Vietnamese 
in Bangkok, including both Old and New Vietnamese, leading to the absence of 
the Vietnamese community from Annam-nikai temples and the arrival o f their 
replacements, the Chinese community. The temple’s community was 
dominated by the Chinese. In addition to political reasons, cultural factors 
could be used to explain a deep integration o f the Vietnamese into Thai society. 
The Vietnamese in Bangkok, due to political reasons had to assimilate and 
integrate into Thai society; but with many similarities between their cultures, 
they did not encounter too many obstacles to accepting Thai culture. Thus, 
integration was deep. That is why even though the Vietnam War ended more 
than 30 years ago, but the Vietnamese in Bangkok still did not come back to the 
Vietnamese temples, leaving the temples under a long period o f Chinese 
community domination.

Besides the change of the temple’s community, the Royal support must 
be mentioned as the legitimizing Annam-nikai in Thailand. The special support 
of the Royal Court, materially and spiritually, is very important for influencing 
the existence o f Annam-nikai in Thailand. Without Royal support, Annam- 
nikai could not be legally recognized as part of Thai Buddhism.
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I n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  g r a d u a l  c h a n g e  o f  t h e  t e m p l e ’ s  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  A n n a m - n i k a i  w a s  a l s o  a  m e a s u r e d  p r o c e s s .  A s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  

c h a p t e r  I V ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  A n n a m - n i k a i  o c c u r r e d  i n  i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  

b e h a v i o r ,  a n d  f u n c t i o n .

I n  t e r m s  o f  s t r u c t u r e ,  d u e  t o  t h e  A n n a m - n i k a i ’ ร l e g a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  T h a i  

B u d d h i s m ,  t h e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s y s t e m  o f  T h a i  B u d d h i s t  t e m p l e s  h a s  b e e n  a p p l i e d  t o  

A n n a m - n i k a i  t e m p l e s  s i n c e  t h e  r e i g n  o f  K i n g  R a m a  V .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e  g r a d u a l  

r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  t e m p l e ’ s  c o m m u n i t y  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  g r a d u a l  c h a n g e  o f  

m o n k ’ s  o r i g i n  w i t h i n  t h e  O r d e r .

D u e  t o  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  a d a p t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  l o s s  o f  c o n t a c t  w i t h  V i e t n a m ,  

i t  s h o u l d  c o m e  a s  n o  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  V i e t n a m e s e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  t h e  m a i n  l a n g u a g e  o f  

t h e  t e m p l e s  e x c e p t  w h e n  c h a n t i n g  S u t r a s  a n d  n a m i n g  m o n k s  a n d  t e m p l e s .  B u t  

d u e  t o  t h e  n e w  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  A n n a m - n i k a i  p r e s e r v e d  s o m e  o l d  

p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  p o p u l a r  i n  V i e t n a m ,  n a m e l y  t h e  C ô n g  D u e  c e r e m o n y ,  a n d  

a d o p t e d  s o m e  T h a i  c e r e m o n i e s  s u c h  a s  T h o t  K r a t h i n .

I n  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  t e m p l e ’ s  f o n c t i o n ,  h a v i n g  C h i n e s e  a n d  T h a i  o r i g i n ,  

A n n a m - n i k a i  m o n k s  a r e  m o r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  o f  t h e  t e m p l e ’ s  

f o l l o w e r s ;  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e y  w i l l  p e r f o r m  a  h o u s e - w a r m i n g  o r  s h o p - o p e n i n g  

c e r e m o n y  f o r  t h e  t e m p l e ’ s  f o l l o w e r s .

C o m i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  c h a n g i n g  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e m p l e ’ s  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  

s t u d y  a r g u e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c h a n g e  w a s  a  g r a d u a l  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  f r o m  p o s t  W W I I  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  V i e t n a m  W a r  w a s  t h e  

d e c i d i n g  f a c t o r  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  i n  t h e  t e m p l e ’ s  

c o m m u n i t y .  T h u s ,  i t  c o u l d  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  t h e  k e y  

f a c t o r  o f  t h e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  i n  B a n g k o k  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  

a d a p t a t i o n  o f  A n n a m - n i k a i .  N o w a d a y s ,  i n  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  a n d  

g l o b a l i z a t i o n  -  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  R e n o v a t i o n  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  

g o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 9 8 6  -  V i e t n a m  h a s  a  b e t t e r  r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  T h a i  n e g a t i v e  

s e n t i m e n t s  t o w a r d s  V i e t n a m e s e  p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e d ;  t h e  

V i e t n a m e s e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  B a n g k o k  h a s  b e g u n  t o  g a t h e r  a n d  m o r e  o p e n l y
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e x p r e s s  t h e i r  V i e t n a m e s e  i d e n t i t y .  P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  

O v e r s e a s  i n  B a n g k o k  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  s i n c e  2 0 0 5 .  T h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  

o r g a n i z e s  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  t o  e x c h a n g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  V i e t n a m  a s  w e l l  

a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e t w e e n  i t s  m e m b e r s .  T h o u g h  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  l i m i t e d ,  

s o  f a r ,  t o  o n l y  a r o u n d  t w e n t y  m e m b e r s  w h o  m a i n l y  c a m e  t o  B a n g k o k  a f t e r  t h e  

V i e t n a m  W a r ,  a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  

A n n a m - n i k a i  t e m p l e s .  T h e y  a r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  s t u d y i n g  A n n a m - n i k a i .

S o m e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  v i s i t  A n n a m - n i k a i  t e m p l e s .  T h i s  w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  l e a d  t o  t h e  

c o m i n g  b a c k  o f  t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  t o  A n n a m - n i k a i  t e m p l e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  a  n e w  

p r o c e s s  o f  a d a p t a t i o n .
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