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The objective of this research was to study to control and the use of newspapers by
Field Marshal p. Pibulsongkram and Field Marshal Sarit Thanarath’s government and the
subsequent effects on freedom of journalism during that period.

The Study finds that, although the government of Field Marshal p. Pibulsongkram and
Field Marshal Sarit Thanarath began with an intention to lead the country under a democratic
regime, the internal and external political situation at the time had forced the government to tum
to a dictatorial administration. Absolutism was perceived as necessary to ensure survival of the
country and the stability of the government. Political factors were the key factors that led to
heavy control and use of newspapers by the state. Certain types of control were continuously
reproduced and customarily through different governments. The Press Act, for example, was a
control measure that had previously been passed down from government to government. It was
this Act that led to the control and exploitation of newspapers in other forms. The next important
key factors were the economic and social situations which were repercussions of local and world
politics.

addition to the factors mentioned above, the People’ Party and the government
owned media both played roles in supporting the government policy by criticizing newspapers
that showed opposition to the government action. This resulted in a war between the
government's media and the opposing newspapers. Only under the administration of
Field Marshal Sarit Thanarath did dictatorship became more absolute, freedom of journalism
became even more tightly restricted until the end of his administration as there was no sign of
any single newspaper that could maintain their commitment to society.
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