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The objectives of this research are 1) to study the use of CD-ROM medical databases of the
faculty members and the medical residents of the Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkom University, and 2)to
compare the databases used by the faculty members and the medical residents. The comparison is based on two
hypotheses: 1) most faculty members use CD-ROM databases for teaching preparation and academic works while
most medical residents use CD-ROM databases for research and study, and 2) the uses of databases between
the faculty members and the medical residents are different. A questionnaire is used asthe research tool. The
number of population is 600 in total ; however, 516 persons (86.00%) have returned the questionnaire. They
are 238 faculty members and 278 medical residents.

It was found that the bibliographic database which most faculty members and medical residents
usedis MEDLINE (98.60%). The full-text databases which the faculty members and the medical residents used at
the highest percentage were HARRISON'S TEXTBOOK OF MEDICINE and INTERNAL MEDCINE (9.79%).
The majority of faculty members used databases for the following purposes : 84.08% for research, 79.62% for
academicworks, 77.07% for teaching preparation, 75.16% for academic progress follow up, 70.70% for
diagnosis/treatment and 58.60% for academic conferences/seminars. The majority of the medical residents
used the databases for the following purposes: 79.78% for study, 71.32% for diagnosis/treatment, 69.12% for
academic progress follow-up and 58.09% for research. As for frequencies of the use of databases, 28.67% of the
faculty members and the medical residents used the databases once aweek, 58.09% used them in the library and
57.11% at the departments. The majority (59.91%) of the faculty members and the medical residents were
satisfied with the search results obtained. The faculty members and the medical residents faced various problems
at moderate mean average. In terms of the databases used, there were no significant differences between the
faculty members and the medical residents. It was proved that the first hypothesis was true while the second one
was not.
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