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The objective of this study was to study the impact of constructing the BMA'S flood
protection dike on residences and community along the west of the Chao Phraya River Bank from
Krungdhonburi Bridge to Somdej Phra Pinklao Bridge. Three categories of households were
examined: the landowners, the tenants, and the squatters in public places. The construction
procedures taken by the government organizations involved and the results, the measures to control
land exploitation and constructions on the land along the riverbank in the future were also studied.

The results revealed that most residents believed that the construction would be beneficial
for them since the dike would help protect against the floods. Also, their communities and residences
would be in a better condition in general. However, the construction of the dike also caused some
problems because the government officials and the specialists did not pay much attention to the
residents’ points of view in the early stages of the construction. Therefore, the dike and its shape was
not the best choice to meet the residents’ needs. Regarding the impact on residences, some houses
had to be demolished, renovated or repaired due to the direct and indirect effects of the construction.

As for the impact on communities and towns, there were some conflicts between the

residents in the front and in the back of the dike and the scenery of the towns and communities were
changed.

The author suggested that public relations and public hearings should be added to the
procedure at the time of planning, preparation, and construction so that the details about the project
were made known to the public all the time. This would make the construction go on efficiently and
directly meet the needs of residents and yield the highest benefits to the public. The shape of the dike
should be designed with respect to the overall image of the residences on the riverside, towns, and
communities. It should go along well with the environment, culture and life along the river. Measures to

control land exploitation and constructions on the riverside could be applied to solve some problems
correctly.

Added to this, problem solving should be done clearly and continuously. Development
planning should be done systematically, step by step according to the order of importance to gain the
highest benefits and reduce the damage that might occur at any step of the construction procedure.
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