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The aim of this paper is to find out how readers acknowledge the
message from different news magazines covers and their satisfaction with
the covers’ formats.

The study involved 200 randomly selected readers of different news
magazines, namely, Matichon Weekend Edition, Siam Rat Weekly Review,
National Weekend Edition, Tahn Weekly Review, as well as those from other
daily newspapers. Every subject was asked to complete a three-part
questionnaire.

The examination of the hypothesis, which as statistically
significant at the 0.05 level, shows that readers are able to interpret the
message from the magazine cover most accurately when the headline is
presented in a way that is easy to comprehend, and the cover presentation
is straightforward and corresponds the subject.

However, readers prefer a headline which is presented in a more
subtle manner. Their preferences also determine their purchasing decision;
in other words, the more the reader is satisfied with the news magazine
cover, the higher their tendency is in buying the magazine.

Moreover, results from the study indicate the discrepancies between
the intended meaning of the message and the readers’ understanding when
1) the news headline of political issues conveys the message in a subtle
way and a picture portrays the media subject in a straightforward manner,
and 2) headline and picture of social events are conveyed in a subtle manner.
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