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## C835045 :MAIOR ARCHITECTURE
KEY WORD: MODERN THAI ARCHITECTURE

CHOTCHUANG SRIHIRANRAT: MODERN THAI ARCHITECTURE: FORM & SPACE. THESIS ADVISOR:
PROF. VIMOLSIDDHI HORAYANGKURA, Ph.D. 275 pp. ISBN 974-639-563-7

Thai architecture in the past was created by various factors giving distinctive Thai identity. However,
nowadays, there have been changes in such factors, especially in the technological aspect conceming the
construction materials and the methods of modem construction. These two factors actually have a direct effect
on the architectural forms in Thai architecture. According to the emerging trend in creating architecture with
Thai style as can be seen from the contest events organized by the Prince Wothayakom Worawan Foundation
in cooperation with the Association of Siamese Architects under Royal Patronage, modem architectural works
with Thai style were selected for their incorporation of Thai architecture into modem buildings. These works
were considered valuable based on Thai style features and provided guidelines for developing Thai identity in
architecture, --an architectural characteristic that has been developed continuously from the past, up to for
the present by using appropriate technology and materials.

Architectural theories and relevant research were used as guidance in the study of modem Thai
architecture in relation to its form and space. The buildings receiving prestigious awards from the Association
of Siamese Architects and other buildings with recognized architectural value, were investigated in the physical
form and space. In addition, the study was also carried out in simulation by computer aid. A comparative study
was performed on both modem Thai architectural works and those modified features through simulation.
Opinions of the two respondent groups, namely, the architects and the general people, each 150 persons,
were collected in response to the issues of Thai characteristics, its suitability and recommendations on the
development of modem Thai architecture.

According to this research, distinctive Thai style features in modem works were studied with the
objectives to develop modem Thai architecture in respect of form and space. For example, the construction of
a building top with Thai architectural characteristics or superimposed roofs directly reflecting Thal identity was
such a pattem that could be perceived and recognized by both the architects and the general respondents with
respect to modem Thai architectural designs. In addition, various factors were incorporated into the designs to
give more acceptable results such as the inheritance of designs from the past, the introduction of Thai style
architecture in designing suitable environment for the modem time through the utilization of modem materials
and technology. Moreover, it was found that there were some different views between architects and general
respondents conceming some issues of Thai characteristics including the trend in incorporating them into
modem Thai architectural designs. This was due to the difference in architectural experience between the two
groups. Architects were more involved in the study and the creation of architectural works than general people,
therefore they should take those opinions and views gathered from general people into consideration in
incorporating modem Thai architectural features into their design procedures in the future.
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