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ABSTRACT

# # 4481164024 : MAJOR ANTHROPOLOGY

KEYWORD : IDENTITY/ KAREN NATION/ KAREN ETHNIC GROUPS/ KAWTHOOLEI/

DISPLACED PERSONS/ TEMPORARY SHELTER
MR. SORRAPONG WICHAIDIT : IDENTITY FORMATION OF KAREN DISPLACED
PERSONS : A CASE STUDY OF KAREN IN MAE LA TEMPORARY SHELTER,
THASONGYANG DISTRICT, TAK PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. DR.
AMARA PONGSAPICH, 223 pp. ISBN 974-7-3944-3.

The objectives of the thesis are study the history of Karen, migration and living
conditions in Mae La Temporary Shelter, Karen ethnic identity formation before arrival,
and formation of displaced person identity in Mae La Temporary Shelter through civic

group process.

The study concludes that the formation of Karen “displaced person” identity in
Mae La Temporary Shelter stemmed from realization of Karen identity since the colonial
era. After independence and Burma - Karen conflict, peoples migrated across the
border and became displaced persons in temporary shelter in Thailand, where Karen

ethnic identity and Karen displaced persons are integrated.

The Karen identity: in Mae. La Temporary. Shelter has been altered through
assimilation, cutting, invention, and selecting of new identity, while Karen displaced

person ldentity has been formulated through involvement in civic group activities.

Department__Sociology and Anthropology  Student’s Signature

Field of Study. Anthropology Advisor’s Signature

Academic year 2004 Co-advisor’s signature -
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FSP (Further Studies Programme)
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Karen Youth Organization (Maela)
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LMC: Leadership Management
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MSF Maela Hospital
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No 1 High School
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No 4 Middle School (Muslim School)
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SMRU Clinic (Maela zone B)
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