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The commodity transportation between Chaing Rai and Jianghong has 2 routes: land route
and water route. The land route transporters move from Thai-Myanmar border at Mai Sai pass Chai-
in-Tung in Myanmar to Myanrnar-China border at Da Lio, then travel to them destination Jinghong.
The water route transportation proceeds from Chinag Saen port in Chaing Rai along the Mekhong
River (called in China "Lancang Jiang") to Jianghong port. This thesis uses the cost per ton-kilometer
of transportation enterprises in that area to compare the efficiency between the truck transportation
and ships. Ships are divided in 3 sizes: small-sized ship (80-99 dwt.), medium-sized ship (100-199
dwt.) and large-sized ship (200 dwt. UP). This thesis analyzes 8 commodities transported ton-
kilometer: apple, Chinese pear, dried mushroom, rice, dried longan, tamarind, powdered milk and

truck’s tire.

The results show that the large-sized ship has the lowest cost per ton-kilometer for all
commodities transported in June to November, with high water level in the Mekong River. While in
May and December, the small sized-ship has the lowest cost per ton-kilometer in almost every
commodities transported except tires. summer (January to April) when the water level in the
Mekong River is low, only the small-sized ship can travel along this route, and it has lower cost per
ton - kilometer than truck. Moreover, transportation by truck has the highest cost per ton - kilometer
for all commodities transported in all seasons. With the exception of medium-sized ship of which cost
structure is somewhat different from other-sized ships, it can be concluded that there exists an
economy of scale in water-route transportation between Chaing Rai and Jianghong during the high

water level season in the Mekong River.

Economics
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