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The purposes ๙  this descriptive research were to study the quality of perioperative nursing and to 'investigate 
the problems and obstacles in adopting the standard of perioperative nursing into daily basic nursing practice at a 
university hospital. Sample were nursing activity delivered by 294 registered nurses and practical nurses to 100 
surgical patients who were selected by stratified random sampling. Two instruments were used to collect data.

The observation of perioperative nursing quality form which had content validity and interrater reliability as a 
function of agreement of .99. The problems and obstacles question guideline for the focus groups interviews were 
validated by the expert in qualitative research methodology. Data was collected into two parts. First, an observation of 
perioperative nursing activity was done in 3 phases which were preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative 
periods. Second, group interview was conducted with the 14 observed nurses in the first part of the study. Interviewed 
questions were related to the perioperative nursing quality which was in the moderate quality level or in the need to be 
improved.

Major findings were as follows
1.Total perioperative nursing quality was in the moderate level. There were differences in the level of 

perioperative nursing quality between three operative periods. The nursing quality during preoperative period was in 
the need of improvement level. The intraoperative period was in the moderate level. The postoperative period was in 
the good level

z  The problems and obstacles for nurses to practise followed the standard of perioperative nursing were 
revealed and can be described in three parts. The personnel part consisted of knowledge, attitude toward nursing 
activity, and judgement The system management part consisted of degree of work load, job description, job 
orientation, patient record form, medical instruments, and workplace utilization. The concerned personnel part were 
patient's status, and the need of medical personnels.

Recommendation for the improvement of nursing quality are to have continuous training course to promote 
knowledge and understanding about the standard perioperative nursing, adjust the standard of perioperative nursing 
for true implication in practice allocation appropriate medical equipments and monitor perioperative nursing quality 
continuously.
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