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The objective of this research was to study the nature of housing in the rural area. The study
focused on examining the socio-economic status and attitudes of people in the area. It made use of
observations, questionnaires and in-depth interviews to gather data and information. Then, the contextual
analysis method was used to analyse the data, associated with the theories of social changes.

It was found that there were three types of rural housing: vernacular, conventional, and
contemporary. The contemporary type was influenced by modernization and affluence of the owners. The
conventional houses were traditionally built with some changes due to renovation. Builders were local
people and materials used for construction were those available inthe community and some were the used
parts left from the demolition of old houses. Typically, the owners wanted the house to be durable, strong,
and was constructed at a reasonable price, rather than for attractiveness or convenience. The vernacular
houses were the result of limited materials that were not available in the community. For the most part,
people occupying the house were the owners. The changes in style which was found to be related with the
social changes were that the size of the land and the house were smaller because the new house was built
on the same piece of land where the old house was built. The use of land at the residential area for
agriculture produces decreased due to new generations working outside the agricultural sector. However,
they remained in the village that is not far from their workplace.

The rural housing has changed away from using local materials and towards uncomfortable
morphology.  The external social and economic changes also push rural residents towards an
unsustainable society.
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