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This thesis is an analytical study of the death of the protagonists in nine texts of Thai literature,
namely Lilit Pralaw, Khun Chang Khun Phan, Ngoe Pa, Klong Amara, Along Chao Samlaw, Khulu Nang Uae,
Phadang Nang Ai, Tamnan Fa Dad Song Yang, and Prarot Men with the aim to study the characteristics of this

group of literature as well as the cause, the meaning and the importance of the death of the protagonists.

The result of the study shows that the majority of the literature with the death of the protagonists is
based on local folktales. The names of the characters or the events in the texts are often used as the names of
the places or plants or to explain the origin of these names. The stories are mostly novella. In all of the texts,
when the protagonists die, nobody could help them to become alive again. Thus, these stories make a deep

impression on the readers and become widely read and narrated.

They are three types of the death of the protagonists in this group of literatures. The first is that the
protagonists die of their own sufferings and sorrows. The second is that they just commit suicide, and the last is
that they are killed. The two main causes of the death of the protagonists are their blind and passionate love
leading to their relationship before marnage and the influence of parents who arrange and force their children

into marriage without love.

The belief concerning death in these texts reflects Thai belief in Karma, sou! and rebirth, heaven and
hell, fate and portent. The meaning of the death is not only to die but also to end the Karma done from previous
lives. The death of the protagonists has predetermined causes and factors. The meaning of the death is also the

changing to a better life or fulfillment of happiness.

The technique used in term of developing the touching emotion from the death of the protagonists is
the lamentation of the protagonists themselves and of other characters. The scene of death is usually vividly

described in details.
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