(in principle unworkable)
(Yates,1984: 139-40,1985; 451-2)



*(Feyerabend,
1987: 62)

(basic protective structure)

Democratic relativism is not the philosophy that guides modemn
‘democracies”: power, here, is delegated to distant power centers, and important
decisions are made by experts, or the ‘representatives of the people ‘Lhardly ever by
‘the people’ themselves. Still, It seems a good starting point for Western intellectuals
trying to improve their own life and the lives of their fellow human beings (it seems a
good starting point for citizens' initiatives). It encourages debate, argument, and social
reconstruction based on both. It is a specific political view, restricted in appeal and
not necessarily better than more intuitive procedures of ‘primitive’ societies. Yet since
it invites the participation of all it may lead to the discovery that there are many ways
of being in the world, that people have right to use the ways that appeal to them and
that using these ways they may lead a happy and fulfilling life.
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justice) '(rationality)”

" (First Internationalism)(Feyerabend, 1978a :85-6) I

(authorities)aa (state)
, " (church)™ : (politics)a
(religion)

(Agassi, 1986: 42-5)

(Mill,
1972 : 199)
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(omnipresent)

(Feyerabend, 1980: 13)

(Yates,1984: 137-41)

(Alford, 1985: 113)

! 1 (Nordmann, 1990: 323)



(Siegel, 1989: 347)

(Feyerabend, 1978a: 87)

(Feyerabend, 1980: 9-10)

3%
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Seabrook nuclear power plant 1

(Siegel, 1989: 346-7)

i

"( . . traditions do become the prime elements of
society.) (Feyerabend, 1980: 14) '

(Feyerabend, 1978a. 76)
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" (The belief that the institutions of a free
society should protected the individual and not traditions, is closely connected with
the liberal belief that individuals can exist and have properties worth protecting
independently of all traditions.XFeyerabend, 1980 14)

"(". .. each tradition may contribute to the welfare of individuals and of
society as a whole.)(Feyerabend, 1987: 39)

(Feyerabend, 1978a: 82)

(@ mature citizen®
(Feyerabend, 1980 175)

(existential  decisions)
(Feyerabend, 1987: )

1 (Feyerabend, 1987. 24-30)
(Gellner, 1975. 336)
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(Feyerabend, 1987:32)
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(Siegel, 1989 30)

(Alford, 1985: 117)

*(Feyerabend, 1987.
59)

Democratic relativism is a form of rerativism ; it says that different cities
(different societies) may look at the world in different ways and regard different things
as acceptable. It is semocratic because basic assumptions are (in principle) debated
and decided upon by all citizens. Democratic relativism has much to recommend it,
especially for us in it the West, but it is not the one and only possible way of living.
Many societies as built up in a different way and yet provide a home and means of
survival for their habitants.(original italics)
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