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The purpose of this thesis is to study and compare Shiga Naoya’s biography to the
main character in his novel, Wakai. The study will focus on the differences and
similarities between the author’s biography and the character’s life in terms of the story,
the characters, places and times, and the characteristics of the family.

From the study and the comparison, it is found that almost the whole life of the
main character in the novel is similar with the real life of Shiga Naoya. The image of the
family in this novel is influenced by the author’s own biography both the author’s family
and the family of the character in the novel, are under “le” system. That is men are heads
of the households and have the highest power in the families whereas the status of women
IS lower than men.
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