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# # 6186739135 : MAJOR THAI DANCE

KEYWORD: DANCE POSTURE, LIKAY DANCE, DENCHAI ANEKLAAP
MANATSAWI KANJANAPHO : LIKAY DANCE OF DENCHAI ANEKLAAP STYLE.
ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. ANUKOON ROTJANASUKSOMBOON, PH.D.

This study explored the uniqueness of Likay dancing style performed by Master
Denchai Aneklapp, a remarkable Likay performer. His expertise in Likay performance, known as
Thai folk opera, had been developed by learning from Master Homhuan Naksiri and other
distinguished dance masters from Suankularb palace as well as experiences faced through his
artistic career as a Likay performer. The domain of study includes the dance of Na Phat Okpasa
songs, which are songs used as the accompanying song with the short walking manner of Likay
characters. There are five songs in the set of Na Phat Okpasa which are 1) Samer Thai, 2) Samer
Phama, 3) Samer Morn, 4) Samer Lao, and 5) Samer Karmen. Moreover, the courtship dance
using Mali Leuy song and the dance of Khi Ma Ram Tuan (Horse riding with the lance) were

analysed.

The study has found that the essence of Master Denchai Aneklapp’s dancing style
was characteristically nearly in line with Thai traditional dancing style, except the fact that
some dance patterns were varied upon the special talent and technique of the performer. The
postures of the head and the move of eyes in Likay dance employed the Klom Nah motion
with the non-form of eyes movement but usually focused directly at the audiences. The
hands and arms positions were slightly wilder to the side than that of the Thai traditional
dance position. Master Denchai Aneklapp has a salient Wong posture with the magnificent
fingers bent backwards to the wrist. His core body was straight with relaxed muscles of the
sides, without lifting the chest. Additionally, the foot was at a high level, raising the heel before
the tiptoe for body balancing.

Improvisation and adaptation play a crucial role in Likay dancing, depending on
personal dancing skill and technic of each Likay performers. The dancing style is also
compromised by the appreciation of the audiences, so, this could be the identity of Likay
performance. However, Likay performance has its opportunity to continue to develop through

the foundation of dance and play trained by Likay experts.

Field of Study: Thai Dance Student's Signature .......ccocoeeeerirnne.

Academic Year: 2019 Advisor's Signature ........ccoeveveneenn.
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