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## 6180942024 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: Myanmar-China relations, peace process, the National League for Democracy
Government, China's role
Tanakan Panjalak : China's Role in Ethnic Conflict in Myanmar under the National
League for Democracy Government. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. PUANGTHONG

PAWAKAPAN

Under the National League for Democracy Government, the relations between
Myanmar and China have been developed continuously. Then, China’s increasing role in the
peace negotiation between the Myanmar government and the ethnic minority groups is
noticeable. This research, thus, aims to study China’s role in Myanmar’s peace process by
offering a comprehensive analysis of the objective and interest of China’s engagement,
Myanmar’s strategy and policy towards China under the National League for Democracy
Government, and the impact of China’s role in the peace process. The research embraces the
concept of Interdependence as a framework. It argues that the factors leading to China’s
mediating role in peace process are the booming cross-border economic interest and border
security affected by the armed conflict between non-signatory ethnic groups and Myanmar’s
army. While Myanmar has little influence over the ethnic groups, China’s influence over the
economic activities and arms logistic of the ethnic groups along the China-Myanmar is strong.
Myanmar, thus, wishes China to pressure the ethnic groups to agree to the ceasefire and to
participate in peace dialogue. The cooperation between China and Myanmar in peace process

is expected to yield mutual interest for both parties.
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