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# # 6180950024 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD: Canada, Same-sex marriage, LGBT, Human Rights, Equality Rights
Thunyathorn Valapaichitra : The Political Debate over Same Sex Marriage in Canada. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. SORAVIS
JAYANAMA

In the present, world society has been being active on the equality rights regards to human rights frames of the United
Nations. Equality Rights on marriage is one of interesting issues for liberal countries. Since the beginning of 21 centuries, same-sex
marriage has been a new social phenomenon which has been being trend to the international society, especially in the western
countries. For same-sex couple who desire to marry must be allowed to marry under the countries’ law. Canada, a liberal country and
accepts cultural diversity, is a very first country allowing the same-sex person to marry by remedying the Civil Marriage Act in the
section of marriage definition from “male” and “female” to “two persons”. However, the procedure for remedying must be considered
and faces the support and against group for both in parliament and civil society. These challenges lead to political debate on same-

sex marriage issues.

The study aims to first to study the marriage equality by studying the interpretation of human rights as being international
morel language through for and against actors’ views on same-sex marriage law in Canada. Second, to study the principle or concept
used by those who for and against the marriage between same-sex persons. Human rights concept, which is interpreted in a variety of
views, is used for analysis the debate. This independent study is a historical research, which focuses on gender equality for marriage
issue, especially same-sex marriage. The study uses representatives for both side support and against representatives to analyse and
describe the significance. This study derived from secondary sources, marriage-law-related documents, textbooks, academic article and

journal, public opinion statistics, Canadian government-supported websites and human rights and equality related website.

This study explores three findings, first the debate in same-sex marriage was on rights issue and the actors’ base of
thought for both in the parliament and the civil society is different view of rights. The supporters, in the parliament was Liberal party
and in the civil society were the same-sex couple who invoked to be married and Metropolitan Community Church in Toronto, used
the language of human rights as equality rights between citizens. The oppositions, in the parliament was Conservative party and in the
civil society was The Association for marriage and the Family in Ontario, used the language of human rights as family rights which
should be for male and female only because family is fundamental institution of society and children rights which children should be
raised by straight mother and father. Second, the government tried to support same-sex marriage rights because they wanted to play
the role for organising LGBT behavior to be under Homonormativity, the endeavor to make LGBT as normal people and are able to
marry by law, aims to those who need same-sex marriage need to follow government conditions. The last founding is even though
the actors in both in the parliament and civil society had the same pattern of ideas, in the individual level, they had their own view
of human rights and use human rights language in the different ways. This illustrated that Human Rights in this era, moreover, is not

only a tool for liberal group, but also become a tool for conservative groups to seek political power.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ........c.ccoeeevecein

Academic Year: 2019 Advisor's Signature ........ccceeveecunn.
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