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The purposes of this quasi-experimental research were to study the effects of teaching
I'critical thinking on decision making ability in pediatric nursing of nursing students and to
"compare the decision making ability in pediatric nursing of those students who received the
method of teaching mentioned above, which those who received traditional teaching method. The
research design was pretest posttest control group. Research sample consisted of 30 third years
nursing students of Boromratchonnee Saraburi nursing college who were practicing in pediatric
clinic. Subjects were assigned into one experimental and one control group, 15 for each group by
matching . The experimental group was teached critical thinking for 3 weeks, while the control
group received traditional teaching method.  The research instruments developed by the
researcher and being tested for the content validity by panel of experts, were three teaching plan
using critical thinking, video formatted case studies about nursing situation.  addition, MEQ
instrument for the decision making ability to solve in pediatric nursing problem was also used.
The reliability of the tool were 0.437. The data of this study were analyzed using arithmetic mean,
standard deviation, z- test, and the Mann-Whitney - test.

Major findings were as follow :

1. Decision making ability of nursing students in the experimental group after the
experiment were significantly higher than before at the .05 level.

2. Decision making ability of nursing students which received teaching critical thinking

were significantly higher than those who received traditional teaching method at .05 level of
significance.
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