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The purpose of the research is to analyse the relationship between concepts of Merit and Nibbana in

Theravada Philosophy, as both of them are the important concepts of the same system of thought.

As a result the research has revealed that the concepts of Merit called the Bases of Meritorious
Actions or Punnakiriyavatthu which consist of donation (dana), precept (sila) and mind development (bhavana) are
derived from the concepts of the Middle Way as well as the way of practice leading to Nibbana called the Noble
Eightfold Path which consist of morality (sila) Meditation (samadhi) and Wisdom (panna). The result of the Merit
in the form of mundane happiness in the present life and a happy state of life in the future birth whether one is
going to be born a human being or a celestial being, has no contradiction with the concept of Nibbana which is
the freedom from the Round of Rebirth. Buddhism explains that the Law of Ksmma is one fact of the law of
nature.  When one acts meritoriously, the desirable results will occure to him both physically and mentally.
However, The Buddha does not only teach about the virture for mundane happiness, but also for Nibbana by
taking a serious practice which becomes easier for one who has accumulated the meritorious actions in the past.

This concept of meritorious actions or Purina has undoubtedly supported the concept of Nibbana.

conclusion, the relationship between the concepts of Merit and Nibbana are well-intergrated. None

of them is an isolated or contradicted concept; they actually support each other in Theravada Philosophy.
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