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[Community Medicine is an important subject which assists the docter to work in the
hospital [ d the community effectively. Not only does it help the docter to gain knowledge,
experiency and to have a good attitude towards his work, but it also makes him feel responsible
socially. X is one of the major subjects that medical students have to attend. This study
investigated the transition from the past to the present curriculum in the field of Community
Medicine 1 of tfie Faculty of Medicine at Chulalongkorn University. The literatures related to
Community Medicine and the programme used in teaching this subject were analyzed and
synthesizejd. Delphi *  technigue was applied to study the trend of the future curriculum of
Community Medicine. Questionnaires were constructed and content validity was verified. Twenty
experts iiji this field were given the questionnaires and also were interviewed. The statistical
devices used to analyze the results of this research were median, mode and interquatile range.

|

[The findings indicate that the development of the curriculum in Community Medicine from
1947 to [199%6 can be summarized as follows : Community Medicine programme originated from
another cjurricullum named as "Public Health and Hygeine" . 1958, it changed to be
" Preventive and Social Medicine ". As the result of the successful formmer curriculum in the field
of Community Medicine leads to the establishment of the curriculum of Community Medicine | and
Il for the [fourth and the fifth year medical student in 1978 and the Community Medicine Ill for the
sixth yearj medical student in 1984. They have still been used in teaching ever since. The trend of
the future! curriculum of Community Medicine as perceived by twenty experts in this field shows
that therej is an agreement about the possibility in practical use 107 items out of 133 items. The
issues aré about objectives, contents, an experience in teaching, an evaluation, fieldwork / trainer,
role of the Department of Preventive and Social Medicine, role of the other departments and a

plan for farther development of the curriculum of Community Medicine.
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