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This thesis a study of the religons adnerent well as roles and
thought T Updsaka [Buddhist Layman| as reported in the Buddhist Scriptures.

~[rre research shows that Upésakas cae from all castes. They were

originality non-Buddhists, but were converted and becare Buddhist by mears of
listening! to the Cramm which were in most cases the Anupubbnikatha and the
Four Nool™ truths, preached either by the Budcha or his disciples. They could
also ente;%ed the path and attajned hlgher religious goal. The Conmentaries
state thajt the attainment wes achieved through the Upésaka moral and ethical
perfection as well & his resolution in his previous life together with his
efforts 1ji the present life.

_ _| e begon One's life as an Upsaka by professing One's faith to the
triple Gy and fulfilled One's life as a Buddhist in practicing .the Dranm
Upesakas Jalso played an important role in ﬁromoting the Faith by sponsoring
monks ;r&otmg monasterias, assisting in the settement of dispute on Vinaya

rules ad spreading out the good faith.
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