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I t  i s  agreed th a t  th e  country development i s  very  d i f f i c u l t  w ithout 
th e coop eration  and p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  i t s  p eo p le , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e democra­
t i c  c o u n tr ie s . As a r e s u l t ,  Thai Government, in  the p a st 40 y ea r s , has 
e s ta b lish e d  S u b -d is tr ic t  C ouncil as a union o f a l l  r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  o f the  
p eop le a t the v i l la g e s  l e v e l  in  order to  r e f le c t  lo c a l  problem s, needs and 
to  support the development from the government s e c to r . S u b -d is tr ic t  Council 
h as, se v er a l tim es , been developed u n t i l  th e f in a l  according to  S u b -d is tr ic t  
A dm inistration  O rganization  Act B.E. 2537 (1994) which, th e f i r s t  tim e, 
e f f e c t s  S u b -d is tr ic t  C ouncil to  become le g a l  e n t i t y  s t a tu s .

This case study aims a t  fin d in g  out th e understanding l e v e l  o f  the  
C ouncil members in  terms o f  th e ir  r o le s ,  fu n c tio n , problem s, a lso  whether 
and how th e members' exp er ien ces and backgrounds w i l l  e f f e c t  th e ir  l e v e ls  
o f  understanding. The study was drawn from th e members o f  S u b -d is tr ic t  
in  Saraburi P rovince.

The r e s u lt  o f t h is  study r e v e a ls  th a t  the Council members have 
average understanding l e v e l  o f  th e ir  r o le s  and fu n ctio n  which i s  a lso  
d if f e r e n t ia te d  by th e backgrounds between e x o f f ic io  and e le c te d  members.
The members w ith  d if f e r e n t  p o s it io n  backgrounds and exp erien ces w i l l  have 
d if f e r e n t  l e v e ls  o f understanding. However, the understanding o f  members' 
r o le s  and fu n ctio n  i s  con sid ered  the key fa c to r  towards th e e f f e c t iv e  
performance o f th e C ouncil as le g a l  e n t i t y  s t a tu s .  The rea d in ess o f  the  
fa c to r  i s  a ls o  very im portant.
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