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Packing materials for flexographic printing plate can be classified by three types:
textiles, foams, and films. Each has different hardness and compressibility properties. They
are designed to be appropriate for particular printing plate system. The objective of this work
is to study the effect of each packing material on print quality of flexographic printing with
stochastic screen using black uv ink, based on plate thickness of 1.14 and 1.70 mm. A Test
Form cu Version 1.13std is proposed to analyze print quality factors and printing problem
such as ink spreading effect, dot gain and tone reproduction discontinuity. Each type of
packing materials used in the experiment was found to have unique latitude of tone
reproduction and hardness character. The hardness of plates had no effect on tone
reproduction. The result showed that the use of hard foam type of packing material with thin

plates and the size of 50 micron stochastic screen gave the optimum print quality.
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