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This thesis focuses its study on the constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2540. The
constitution has declared freedom to present news and express their opinion of the mass media.
However, the state may choose to enact laws or measures to limit those freedoms. The research
includes studies in limitations and conditions to enact laws to both recognize and limit those
freedoms for the press. Since the philosophy underlying those freedoms is to protect hasic civil
rights, comparisons are made among other democracy countries to map measures and practices

from various societies and demography

Itis found from the study, that freedom to present news and express their opinion bases on
natural law principles which is one of the basic civil rights that any state must (or should) protect.
Article 19 in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948 recognizes thateveryone has the rights
to freedom of opinion and expression. Democratized states', including Thailand, have all recognized
those rights in constitutions. This is in line with the Universal Declaration of Human Flight, which is
one of the main philosophies of democracy to protect rights and liberty for the mass media for the
speeches, write, print, and publicise. Despite the fact that previous constitutions of Thailand, as well
as the current one, recognize this principle, it is often seen that the mass media are threatened. The
freedoms are also limited which is a contradiction to the constitution. On the other hand, the press
can abuse the freedoms and violate civil rights of any individuals or public as a whole. Therefore, it s
necessary to study the roles or measures to protect freedom of present news and express their
opinion of the mass media from being violated. It can be beneficial for the public to monitor the mass
media to prevent abuses of the freedoms recognized by the constitution. The balance must be

understood to further public interests as aimed by the spirit of the laws.
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