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The purposes of this cross-sectional descriptive study were to explore cytotoxic drugs
(chemotherapy) management in public hospitals and private hospitals in Thailand.
The self-administered questionnaires were sent to 144 public hospitals and 184 private hospitals.
The study population was 328 hospitals without sampling. Data was collected during February and
September 2005.

The results showed that the response rate was high (72.3%). Most hospitals had cytotoxic
drugs (CDs) management (75.1%), policies for CDs management (68.3%), quideline (73%),
committee  (40.4%), and inadequate personnel (60.7%). Most hospitals administrated CDs for
an average of 9 doses/day, use CDs every week (36.5%), served cancer patients for an average
of 95 persons/month, and had centralized preparation of CDs (40.3%). Five-rating scales according to
OSHA quideline were used to assess CDs management compared to OSHA quideline and found that
most hospitals were of moderate level. CDs storage was practiced and rated as the highest level.
Providing work area, transporting, disposal and spill management were of moderate level. Medical
surveillances, record keeping, training and information distribution, preparation and administration were
of low level. Factors associated with CDs management as of OSHA quideline were : hospital factors
(health service level, number of beds and cancer patients, number and frequency of CDs injection,
quality improvement activity, hospital accreditation and special ward for chemotherapy) and
organization factors (policy, quideline, committee, communication channel and adequate budget).

In conclusion, this study revealed that CDs management as of OSHA guideline in public
hospitals and private hospitals were of moderate level. The central authority and hospital facility should
establish an appropriate policy and a guideling and provide budget for safety CDs management. This
will prevent CDs exposure in healthcare personnel and contamination to the environment.
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