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iThe distribution of commercial bank branches in Thailand is still concentrated in urban area,
leading Ko an obstruction to regional development . The study of behaviours of commercial banks and
distribution of services aims to analyze, (i) the accessibility to commercial bank services, defined as
number jbank branches per population (if) the probability of having a commercial bank branch in the
amphur,j and (ili) the probability of having a branch of commercial banks in every amphur in the
proving. The studies employ an Ordinary Least Square Model (OLS) and Probit Model, using data of
1984, 159 and 1994,

|

jThe factors which statistically affect the accessibility to commercial bank services are average
income jper person, with elasticities of 0.72. 0.64 and 0.66 in 1994, 1989 and 1994 respectively.
Percentages of population living in the municipal area effect accessibility with elasticities of 0.37, 0.34
and 0.241 in 1984, 1989 and 1994, respectively. The probability of having a commercial bank branch in
every arjiphur in the province is statistically determined by income tax of the amphur with minimum
income jevel in the province and percentages of villages without portable water in die province. The
probability of having a branch of commercial banks i die amphur depends ax income tax per person
and percéntages of villages widiout electricity in- die amphur.

tin short, distribution of banking services depends on the level of income and development of
infrastructure. As a result, in order to distribute hanking services to regional areas, policies improving
income distribution and infrastructure in regional areas are required.
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