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JUNARUINYAS Mike Tranmer

5" July 2002.

After a long journey back from Bangkok | decided to take it easy and relax with a drink. | sat for
perhaps one hour chatting with my friends when a stranger came over and began talking to me.

After he had told me he was a local of Koh Chuay-duay | asked him what business he had on the
island. He replied “business was no good now’ and that he had to stop working. | presumed he meant
because of the tourist low season. When | mentioned this, he became quiet and said “no-no, not that kind of
business, | sell guns”. He was quite happy to tell me about it with hardly any prompting on my part.

As it turned out he has relations in the neighbouring Country who have strong ties with the army over
there. Guns are taken from army stock and packed into a boat; this boat is then met half way between the
Country and Koh Chuay-duay by a Thai fishing boat. The guns are then taken on board always under the
cover of night. He explained the over land route was too dangerous because of the many police checkpoints,
but the sea route was relatively easy. | asked him “who buys the guns?” “Small mafia and people like that’ he
replied.

“Don't you ever have trouble with police or custom boats out at sea?” | asked. To this he laughed out
loud and replied, “They're too lazy, to be busy drinking whiskey and f**ing around’. It turns out they don't
have a regular patrol but only sweep the area randomly and as the man (I name him Bob) said not too often.’

His business was low because in his words the “police were taking too much money” from him. | am
unsure to what he meant by this. Was he caught and paying of some fine? Getting caught gun running would
have much higher penalties than a mere fine. So, was he paying the police “commission” (bribing them) to
keep of his back. | wanted to clear this up but he was called away by his friends. Whatever, it seemed he was
keeping a low profile, “normally | wear gold too much, now | dress like a poor man” to avoid suspicion.

As the professor (from Chulalongkorn University) said drugs are just one part of the bigger picture.
What else besides guns and ganja are in these shipments? “Bob” is in his early 30s and speaks English
reasonably well and clear. | could see “business” was slow because he was drinking nam-khow at the bar.

6" July 2002

Very tew tourists were out tonight, my friend and | finished up in the small disco, “7-up”. At 2 ¢'clock
exactly the police arrived and closed the bar, very stern very authoritative. The lady on the cash till explained
to me that the law now is that all bars close at two in the morning. “/ know this” | replied “but | have been in
this bar several times drinking past the closing time.”

I can't believe it! At this point in writing up my journal “Bob”, the gun-runner, has turned up at my bungalow. | quickly hide my notes.
“Hello would you like a smoke?’ he asks. Playing naive | reply, “I have some cigarettes thank you, would you like one?” “No” he smiles,
“ganja’. | reply “I would love to but my friend in the bungalow would be angry.” He leaves quickly but I'm sure | will meet him again, he
lives not far away.
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“That was when we paid the police to stay open, 2000 baht per month. If's not worth now —low
season. So the policemen arrive every night to close the bar.”

| asked my friend, “Do the drug dealers pay the police to continue business?" In this small community
everyone knows each other and so the dealers are surely known to the police. “No they [the police] earn their
money with them [dealers] in a different way. If they catch a tourist smoking ganja they fine him (Take a
bribe)”. Anything up to 30,000 baht but the dealer is left alone. Apparently they go through the motions of
interrogating the tourist, asking who they bought it off and where, etc. But if the dealer is known to them, he is
a good source of income and left to ply his trade.

7" July 2002

I met two Dutch men in their late 20’s, both heavy ganja smokers on holiday in Thailand for the first
time. They told me they were attracted to Thailand by the beaches, the girls and the ganja. They are fun
loving guys. This makes them sound like low life but in fact they are well-educated pleasant people and
enjoyable company to be with.

They have an interesting outlook on using drugs in Thailand that differs from most other tourists |
have spoken to. Whereas most perceive the beach a safe and relaxed place to smoke without much worry
about the authorities, these two find it the opposite. They are extremely careful where they smoke and very
fearful of the police, verging on paranoia. This way of thinking in my opinion must stem from the relaxed laws
on drugs in Holland. In comparison Thailand is a highly dangerous place for the user. Other westerners are
used to smoking behind closed doors and avoiding police suspicion and so the island seems more relaxed to
them. They inform me they paid around 400 baht for a small bag of ganja.

The Dutch men asked me about Chiangmai, “where is the best place to buy opium?”
“Have you tried it before?” | asked.
“No, but while we're in Thailand we want to try. All part of the Thai experiences.”

Got chatting to a local Koh Chuay-duay man who manages a restaurant at the other end of the beach
(Best). He was born on the island but lived and worked in Australia for 6 years. A very pleasant man whom, |
noticed while eating at his place, always has time to smile and chat with his customers. | eventually brought
the conversation around to the drugs problem on Koh Chuay-duay. He informed me that around 40 years ago
the local people had a large opium crop up in the hills and that for many users. Opium use was a daily thing.
Now that is over but for some heroin has taken its place. How big a problem is, he didn’t specify and at this
point | didn’t want to push the matter. Many ears around the bar! He did however tell me that the police have a
substantial hand in dealing ganja. He pressed the point that not all by far, but it only took one or two corrupt
policemen to unbalance the system.

Late in the evening and the Chao Koh bar is closing. In comparison to the two Dutch guys an English
girl is openly asking the company (mixed Europeans) she met that evening, back to her hut for a smoke. It's
late | make my excuses and go home.
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8" July 2002

| awoke early and went for a stroll on the beach, met the two Dutch guys from the night before. In their
need for caution they had hidden their ganja in a palm tree only to awake the next day and forget which tree it
was.

Spent the evening on the beach at Chao Koh bar, soon had a small party of people all of which knew
each other from previous trips to the island. The group comprised of a middle aged Canadian (Bill), a Swede
(Peter) of roughly the same age, both well-traveled intelligent people. There was also a Thai lady of about 35,
Nit, whom | had become acquainted with before. It was obvious from Nit's eyes that she had recently been
smoking ganja. Accompanying Nit was her English boyfriend, Dan. This couple lived on the island and
previously ran boat trips. Dan, also a heavy smoker told me he was recovering from pneumonia and so had to
quit the ganja for a while.

The conversation soon got around to the subject of ganja without any prompting from me. It seems
like the topic is an every day part of conversation on the island, on par with the weather or food. Tonight the
stories concentrated with close shaves with the law.

Dan told of the time recently when the police stopped him and made him turn out his pockets and
although they found an amount of ganja on him. They let him go.

This prompted Peter into telling the story of his friend who was caught making a joint. The police
handcuffed him to his bungalow and made him continue rolling joints until he had run out of ganja. They then
sat with him and smoked everything for around three hours, unlocked his handcuffs and left. What makes the
police fine one person and not another is anyone guess.

Joining in the conversation | related the story of the time | was living in Chiangmai and the police
suspecting me of having heroin searched my room twice in three nights. Of course they never found anything,
but what made it so scary was the fact that it was known among the long term westerners that certain police
were planting drugs on innocent foreigners in order to claim heavy “fines”.

| asked one young guy who he bought his ganja from. “A girl in the bar” he replied pointing towards
the quiet end of the beach. (Rocky)

9" July 2002

It seems only young couples are out tonight, they’re only interested in each other and are impossible
to make contact with. A girl among a small party of Thais recognizes me and beckons me over to join them.
Good fun but not much information forthcoming. One Isan girl around 35 admits she likes to smoke ganja but
doesn’t want to talk about it in this company.

A passer- by joins us, he is obviously known to the party, everyone speaks to him as though they've
known him for some time. He is about 28 years old; he introduces himself as an Israeli. After we’'ve chatted for
some time | tell him light heartedly that he’s unusual for an Israeli guy as they usually travel in packs. He
laughs and admits he likes his individuality. | notice he's the only one not drinking alcohol, he tells me he likes
to smoke and for him beer and ganja don’t mix well. Casually as though I'm an interested buyer | ask where
he gets it and how much it's costing him. He replies, “I'm known to Ad in such and such a bar, she gets it for
me but | have to let her know a few days in advance because | buy large quantities, 100gm a time for 3500
baht.”
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“Aren't you afraid of being caught with such a large amount?”1 ask.

“l keep it well hidden away from my hut and fake a little at a time. | buy such large amounts because |
got sick of paying 500 baht every few days for such a small amount. If you're interested | will ask Ad for you
but she may charge you a little more because she doesn’t know you.”

“l understand” | reply “but at the moment I'm waiting for money to arrive from England and can’t afford
it.”

He had a very relaxed attitude to the matter. | couldn’t help thinking too relaxed to be caught with such
a large amount would cost him.

Every tourist | have spoken to so far has shown no interest in other drugs but ganja. Apart
from two people | spoke to prior to beginning the study. There was however a lot more tourists on the
island then.

One of the guys was English about 28 years old and was completely stoned by 1 o’clock in the
afternoon. | remember asking him what he was taking (I had no reason for caution then). He replied, “Yaa
Baa, it's f™ing great’. | wasn’t interested in details then so had no idea whether bought it on the island or
brought it with him from the mainland. Everyone in the bar knew exactly what was happening with him but no
one said a word. He was extremely drunk on the stuff, loud and annoying but everyone carried on as normal.

The other guy was a 40-year-old Swede and had lived on the island some time, renting a large house
on the cliff. | have since been looking for this man as | feel he has a good story to tell but as yet have not met
him again.

| remember him mentioning one afternoon that he could buy opium on the island very easily although
it was a little expensive (his profit added of course). He was smoking a large joint. “Tomorrow, | have to go to
the mainland city centre. | have some big business to take care of” He proclaimed to the group around, it
wasn't so much what he said as what he did. As he spoke he lifted the joint near his face and stared at it.
Thus letting everyone know he had been buying a large amount of ganja in the mainland city centre and if
anyone wanted to buy some he had it for sale.

Supply route.

My friend and confidant told me of the supply route today. It fitted in exactly with what Bob the gun-
runner had told me about his business.

A boat from the neighbouring Country is met somewhere between the two countries by a Thai fishing
boat. The ganja is packed in 1kg plastic packs and is sold at this point for 3 to 4 thousand baht per kg pack.
The load is sold on to people on the island in 1, 2 or 3 kg deals. The “fishermen” hide the packs in
prearranged places in the jungle to be picked up by the buyer. At this stage the price goes up to 6-8 thousand
baht per kg. These men then generally sell on again to the small dealers that serve the beaches. The packs
here are split into about 5gm deals (unsure about the weight at this stage) and sold for 3 to 5 hundred baht to
Thai and western tourists and from my observations many of the staff that works the tourist trade.

| asked my friend how he was so sure of his facts, he replied that he collected it from the jungle 2 or 3
times for a friend (his boss).
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Beach Boys.

One group of people | have been trying to make contact with, unsuccessfully are the Thai “beach
boys”. They are a close-knit group and all dress and act alike, in the style of Bob Marley, hippy like clothes
and dreadlocks. They have no visible income other than fire juggling in front of the bars every evening for a
few baht from the till. Their real livelihood comes from their ability to impress the western girls. They seem to
have a different pretty young backpacker on their arm every other night, whom invariably pays for their meals
and drinks until its time for them to return home. Deeply into the “Rasta” lifestyle at least on the surface, I've
observed them smoking together in small groups, the western girlfriends unused to the same amount very
stoned and red eyed compared to these men who seem to be every day users.

Being a male tourist they are not too interested in talking to me other than “hello how are you man’.

10" July 2002

A strong smell of ganja was wafting over the bar towards me and | looked to see where it's coming
from. A guy nearby was completely in a world of his own swaying to the loud music. In his hand was a
cigarette; it's burning very strangely. It was obvious what he had done; the contents had been emptied and
replaced with ganja, the filter removed and a roach (cardboard roll) stuffed in its place. This disguise hardly
worked so far; the smell was too strong to miss.

While on the subject of making joints, I've noticed that king size paper is freely available in the shops
here. These extra large cigarette papers are only used for one thing, making joints. They sell for an expensive
50-baht. The fact that shops are well stocked with these is an indication of the extent of ganja use on the
island. The shopkeepers can charge what they like for them because they know that people will buy them

anyway.

My friend gave me some idea as to how relaxed people are about ganja use. He said during the high
season there is a ganja party held every Sunday evening on the Bantha beach. This is known to just about
everyone locals and long term tourists alike.

The question arises again that if all know of this party then surely the police do too. Do they just turn a
blind eye or are they paid to do so? Or is Bantha beach just to far for them to bother?

Among the Thai’s working in the bars and restaurants it seems just about everyone, user or not, can
supply you with ganja, if they don’t have any they know someone who does. The amount of money to be
made even at this level is comparatively high and must be irresistible to those on bar staff wages.

My Israeli friend arrived at the bar and immediately told me that he has spoken to his dealer and the
price for 100 gm was 4000 baht. This, my confidant told me, was at least twice the amount the dealer paid for
it, 2000 baht profit for one quick transaction. He suggested half jokingly that | should sell it to the other tourists
while | talk to them. This | agree would be so easy, but I'd rather not. If not for any other reason, | would soon
be known to all dealers and competition may not be appreciated.

The Bucket.

An important part of the holiday experience is to drink copious amounts of alcohol, usually taken here
in the form of “the bucket”. This social cocktail comprises of one full ice bucket, one Sangsom, one coke and
one red-bull. This is drunk at some speed by groups using several straws. This alcohol and caffeine mixture
combined with a few joints can turn intelligent amiable people into extremely annoying drunken louts,
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especially among the younger tourists. The staff then have to clear up any problems that arise and generally
take care of these people as though they were babies. For example this evening two people after becoming
intoxicated found their wallets and motorbike keys missing from their pockets. One American and one English
both in their early twenties. They had both been dancing with the same Thai girl a short time earlier and
jumped to the conclusion that she had pick-pocketed them. The girl iIs an acquaintance of mine and as she
speaks no English asked me to help her. The staff also knew her well and backed her up saying it was
“impossible” that she would do such a thing. The boys were so drunk. They could hardly talk, but were getting
more and more angry. | then noticed that they were both soaking wet through. They had just been swimming
in a rough sea, it was obvious the waves had emptied the baggy pockets on their shorts. Eventually they
realized their mistake. The staff at the late night bars have to put up with abuse like this and worse on a
regular basis. There is no wonder Westerners get such a bad name among the locals.

11" July 2002

Talking to Canadian Bill tonight, he told me he was leaving the island for Bangkok tomorrow and so
had a busy day. Not wanting to take his supply of ganja to the mainland he had spent the day visiting friends’
huts on the beach asking them to help him use up his stash.

“The trouble is,” he said, “now it's all gone and | could just do with a couple of drags”. With that, Dan,
sitting on the other side of him produced from his pocket a small bag of ganja and said “A going away
present”.

Unlike the younger tourists experimenting in living the “beach life”, these older more traveled men can
remain relatively level headed. They know their limit and respect the strength of the alcohol and ganja, pius
the company at the bar, customers and staff alike.

12" July 2002

While sat at the bar | overheard a conversation between two men, one English and the other | believe
was Dutch. Both were in their early thirties.

They were comparing the ganja here with the stuff they used back home. Both agreed they liked the
ganja here better although the Dutchman said that some of the strains grown under lamps in Europe were a
lot stronger. The conversation turned to other drugs they had used.

“Back home [ take ecstasy almost every weekend’ spoke the Englishman, “but hash is a daily thing.”
“Coke is my party drug” the Dutchman said, “/ love it”.
“Have you ever had heroin?”

The Englishman replied, “Yes, but not much and then | rarely smoked it. I've seen too many people
get f**ed up on it. You can't trust a junkie!”

“I've not met too many heroin users on my trips to Thailand, | think perhaps it's because they don't
have the money to travel, the habit eats it all’ said the Dutch.

“Yes” the English replied, “or maybe it's because they don't have the will, all they can think about is
the next fix.”

Their conversation changes direction.
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It's dark now and everyone is beginning to party. My Israeli friend points to the sea, “look at that stupid
bastard” he says. | look towards where he is pointing. There's an over weight middle aged man dancing in the
rough sea, he wades out to waste height waving his arms to the music. */ saw him and his friends smoking a
bong not long back, he's stoned out of his head.” My friend remarks, “Doesn't he realize how dangerous the
sea is at this time of year, even if you're sober?” | agree.

In the past two weeks there were several drowning around the island. An English girl joins in, “That's

nothing, | once saw on Koh Pangan a young man actually passed out in the water, it's lucky his friends were
with him."

“Have you been there often?”| ask. “A couple of times, it's a lot wilder than this island, everyone is E’s
up.” "Do you take E’s?”\ ask her. “Occasionally but it's just Ganja on this island.” She can't be more than 18
years old yet she speaks on the subject like an old-hand, obviously trying to impress the older tourists.

»

“This is paradise!” an Englishman (about 30) proclaims as he reaches the bar. “/'ve stayed in Bangkok
and arrived here today.” "Your first time in Thailand?”, | ask. “Yes. | can't believe I've got a whole two months
in this paradise.” he shouts again. “The girls are great but the ganja is fantastic.” He takes his drinks and
leaves the bar.

| meet up with the girls from Khonkaen, they're older than most that work in the bars 40 plus years.
They tell me they don’t like ganja but they would be happy to buy some for me if | want. | don’t get a chance to
talk long with them but when | see them again | will ask about other substances available on Koh Chuay-duay.

There has been little evidence so far about other drugs on the island. Amongst the tourists ganja is
mentioned by the majority.

| know of one heavy heroin user but can’t get close to him he doesn’t seem to speak to anyone; he's
stoned most the time. When | mentioned this guy’s mannerisms and look to my friend he merely pointed to
the vein in his arm and said; “Too much heroin, everybody knows him.”

13" July 2002

There’s a police presence in the bars today apparently there was an attempted rape on the beach last
night. A young American girl was attacked by one of the builders. There is a great deal of building work in
progress. The policeman stands behind me at the bar and [ think I'm not going to hear any relevant stories
tonight. Nit turns up and we begin chatting about a mutual friend (her ex-boyfriend) who lives up in Chiangmai.
He had recently done six months in prison for possession of a couple of grams of heroin. After prison he was
deported back to England but is back in Chiangmai now. Nit explains that it was because of the heroin that
she left him; she was worried that she herself would be tempted to try it and become addicted. “| like to smoke
ganja so much but | never want to go near heroin.” She states in hearing distance of the policeman. | gesture
towards him so as to warn her of his presence, she smiles and says, “Don’t worry all the police know me hear
and know | smoke a lot.” | continue the conversation but in a neutral manner so as not to attract unwanted
attention. | ask Nit if there is a big problem with heroin on the istand. “Not very much, all the heroin users stay
at the quiet end of the beach past Rocky, but there’s not many there now.” She wonders off to join her
boyfriend.

[ start up a conversation with three girls in their 20's all from America, traveling together. They had
toured around from Bangkok to Ayudhaya, Sukhothai, Chiangmai and Chiangrai taking about six weeks to
arrive in Koh Chuay-duay. Of the three, two of them smoke ganja. | ask the non-smoker what she thinks of her
friends taking drugs. She replies, “I don’t care in the least it's only ganja, it's harmless but [ don’t take it
because it.makes me paranoia.”
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“Do you smoke back home?” | ask.

“Occasionally, but not too often. But | want to try some in Thailand. | heard that Thai grass was so
good.”

I explain to them that what they've been smoking was actually grown in Thai neighbouring country.
“Really!” they exclaimed quite shocked. | remember my surprise at this when [ first visited the island around
ten years ago. It's unfortunate but one of the preconceived ideas that Westerners have of Thailand is that it's
the home of drugs and prostitution. Those tourists that on visiting the country seek out only the places that
can produce these things back up this perception. On returning to their home country all they have to relate to
their friends are their experiences with drugs and or prostitution.

| ask the girls if they've tried anything else while in Thailand such as the opium in Chiangmai. “No
we've been too afraid elsewhere, we thought we’d wait until we reached the safety of the beach.”

In the time I've spent on Koh Chuay-duay it has been quite a regular occurrence for tourists to
approach me and ask “Do you know where | can buy some ganja?” it's as though they feel secure on the
island, enough to approach a total stranger, miles from the mainland with little police presence. It's “safe” for
them to smoke. An accepted part of their holiday experience, it's something that comes with lying in a
hammock on a tropical beach with a cool drink.

These are usually the first time visitors to Thailand. Young backpackers with guide book in one hand
and water bottle in the other.

14" July 2002

A sad day on the beach today! A young local man was drowned attempting to save a dead girl from
the sea. He worked in Hansa bar and was a very outgoing person and was known to everyone on the beach
tourists and locals alike.

| visit the bars in the evening and everyone is still talking about one thing, the death of their friend. It
doesn't feel right to veer the conversation towards the subject studied.

15" July 2002

| talked to a German man (traveling alone) on the beach today, he’d just arrived from Pai. He told me
he'd scored (bought ganja) within half an hour of arriving on the island and that’s why he; “loved it already.”

He asked me if I'd join him for a joint. Not just yet | thanked him, “Do you know if [ can buy any opium
on the island”, he asked. “I really don’t know”, | replied. He told me that while on a trek he had tried opium for
the first time and had liked it. For this reason he had stayed in Pai a lot longer than he had planned. After two
weeks of smoking he decided he’d better stop and make a move elsewhere, before he became totally
addicted. “But now I've got here | could just smoke some. Never mind this grass is good also.”

“Do you smoke much grass in Germany?” | asked.

“Yes, a lot. | grow my own and it's not bad.” He told me he was 31 and had been smoking ganja since
he was about 15, but had only been growing it for a couple of years.

“How does yours compare to this?” | asked.
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“Mine is good, but...” like a connoisseur he took a deep smoke of his joint and exhaled, “this is
Better.”

I met an English girl and an Australian girl who had been living together for six years. Ganja could be
smelt coming from somewhere in the darkness of the trees. “Do you smoke?” | asked them. “No, but I've
nothing against it.” the English girl replied. “What is annoying though,” the Australian joined in “is when people
get so pissed or stoned and go swimming in the dark. Even after what happened yesterday on the beach.”
She referred to the death of the young man. Apparently these two had spent the whole day making warning
signs and posting them on the beach. Some people where however still ignoring them swimming too far out.
“They come to a place so beautiful as this with plenty of money to throw around, they can do what they like.
They begin to think they're invincible.” The Australian states. This is exactly my feeling when | hear of yet
another Westerner coming off a motorbike. Back home they would never ride one but on holiday they are
“untouchable”.

When talking to an Englishman of about 35 years old, he told me he had spent some months in
Chiangmai but fancied a change and so had come here. He told me of how he felt much more comfortable
buying ganja on the island than back there. He had taken some time finding someone he could trust enough
to buy from in Chiangmai. He related the story he'd heard of how the tuk-tuk drivers would sell you drugs and
then informed the police for a reward, so gaining twice on the transaction. He’d never tried the opium up there,
the Ganja being “enough for him.”

16" July 2002

There is a small fair been held in the next village, so my friend and | have arranged to take a pick-up
with Dan and Nit. Joining us are the Swedish man Peter, his daughter and a 24-year-old Englishman out in
Thailand for the first time. As soon as the pick-up sets off Dan produces from his pocket a large joint of ganja.
As he smokes he explains that it is much safer to smoke on the Bantha beach, there is no police. | ask him if
he’s recovered from the pneumonia. “I'm fine now.” he says while taking another drag. Peter takes a smoke
and immediately apologizes for losing the cardboard filter (Roach). | watch his daughter’s reaction, she
doesn’'t seem concerned. The joint is passed to the Englishman who refuses, saying, “No, thanks | don't
smoke it.” | also refuse when offered, as does my friend. Nit however takes several deep puffs and hands it
back to Dan. Dan suddenly panics and throws the joint out of the pick-up. We slow down and stop at our
destination. Where we park stand three policemen. “That was a close shave” Dan laughs. Nit, however, walks
over to them and they smile and begin a friendly conversation. It's strange how Dan, the foreigner, is very
wary of the police, yet his girlfriend, Nit, is quite open with them.

Later, | get a chance to talk with Peter's daughter. She is 15 and her mother is Thai. She is visiting
Thailand for the first time since she was a baby. | ask her what she thinks about her father smoking. “He’s a
big boy now.” She says matter of facts, “he can do what he likes, it doesn’'t bother me.”

“It's nothing anyway.” the English man chirps in. Ganja smoking seems accepted here by all the
tourists whether they smoke themselves or not. It's non-smokers that are often looked upon as strange!

Later, our party takes a beach mat in front of Chao Koh bar. There are many of these places with
small groups sitting at each. Sitting like this I've often heard bits of conversation and words relating to drugs.

“Do you fancy a smoke?”
“Got-any ganja?”

“How much did you pay?”, for examples.
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However, set up as they are, these small groups are impossible to approach. Even if the group had
only known each other five minutes prior to sitting down social barriers stop any strangers from joining the
group. This is unlike sitting at the bar, where everyone speaks to everyone, stranger or not.

17" July 2002

| join Peter on the beach for breakfast he and the restaurant owner, an English man, are already
talking on the topic of drugs as | sit. They are talking about junkies (heroin addicts). Peter tells us that he has
been coming here for six years now and that the quiet part of the beach near Rocky used to be full of junkies.
“It was a dangerous place to go at night, you couldn’t trust a junkie.” He said. “In the day you had to watch
where you stood in case you trod on a used needle.” he added. The restaurant owner spoke up, “Heroin
changes people into animals! They would rob off their own mothers.” | understand this after having seen a
friend goes down this path, no one can trust him. He is left alone in their houses now, not even his family.

Peter continued, “It's cleared up down there now, I've been sat there a couple of hours this morning
actually. The owner seems quite a nice guy; he was showing me one of his Buddha amulets | think he was
trying to give it to me but | was too stoned to tell.” This brings laughs of understanding from the table,
everyone knowing the confused state he described.

“Have you ever been to Koh Pangan?” A young English girl asks me later that day. “I hear the full
moon parties there are brilliant. | was in Ibiza last year, the feeling was amazing. There’s nothing better than
popping a few E’'s and dancing the night away on the beach.” | ask her if she’s traveling alone and she replies
“no”, she is with two friends, “all party girls, they've popped back to the bungalow for a joint.” | ask her if she’s
worried about taking too many E’s and she replies, “I'm used to it, | live in London and party all the time.”

18" July 2002

| awake early after having an early night and go for a walk down the beach. My lsraeli friend shouts
and beckons me over to his hut. “Where are you going brother?”, he asks. “Just going for a bit of exercise” |
reply. “Fancy a smoke before exercising?” he asks. “No, thanks”, | reply, “I'll never get anything done.”

This sharing of ganja happens all the time especially amongst the long time stayers. It seems that
smoking ganja is a big part of the social bonding amongst those living on the beach. It takes a few days to
settle in and get their faces known, but this sharing is, for a large part, what makes the process happen so
quickly. “A common ground amongst strangers” For some, me included, sharing a beer breaks down the
barriers between strangers, sharing a joint does it for others.

Strolling the beach this evening, it's very quiet. There are people out but most seem to be in the
beach mat groups, | described earlier. | walk slowly past but don’t recognize a face among them. Without
already knowing someone in these groups it's virtually impossible to join them. | sit at the bar, the only other
customer is a young Thai man, we begin to chat. We exchange the usual pleasantries, he tells me he is 25
years old and works on Koh Chuay-duay.

“What do you do” | ask.

“I'm a policeman” he replies. He also tells me that the resort where | stay, Lion hut, is owned by a
policeman.

I ask him, “What sort of problems do the police face on the island?”
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“Mainly, they are robberies of bags, wallets, cameras, and that sort of things. It's boring being a
policeman here, | want to go to Bangkok where there is good work to do.” he tells me.

“No bank robberies or mass murders to solve”, | joke.
He laughs, "nothing.”
“Don’t you ever have any problems with drugs?” | ask.
“Not really.” he says.

| don't feel that he is trying to hide anything he seems to open and natural. It's just that in his eyes
perhaps, the drug taking really isn’t a problem. I've seen his face in the bars quite often where conversations
on drugs can be heard and the smell of ganja is often in the air. What his colleague’s opinions are on the
subject, however, | don’t know.

20" July 2002

Saturday night | and Pinit joined a large group and returned to the fair. While waiting for the taxi |
asked Dan if Peter was joining us that evening. “He better be,” he said “It's his turn to supply the ganja.” As
before, after one hour at the fair Dan, Nit and Peter disappeared for a smoke returning ten minuets later with
bleary eyed. Later | overheard a conversation between Dan and Nit. Dan was explaining something to Nit in
detail. “What did you say?” said Nit. Dan laughed and turned to Peter, “That’s what | love about Ketamine,” he
said “you get so confused your conversations go round and round.”

I've heard of Ketamine before but am unsure of what it actually is. | must find out more about it!

21% July 2002

In the morning, we took breakfast at Palm Beach restaurant on the beach. Noy began to speak with
me; I'd befriended her several nights before. She speaks perfect English and works in the restaurant. She
asked me if 'm going to the full moon party in a few days. “Of course”, | reply, “Are you?” “Yes, but I'd rather
be going to the party on Koh Pangnan. It's much busier and more fun.” With this Pinit asked her a question,
for a few moments she became quiet, glanced at Pinit and continued talking to me totally ignoring him.

The contrast is quite startling, how locals are relaxed and open talking about certain subjects such as
drugs to tourists, yet clam up totally with other Thai's. Tourists also talk freely amongst each other, only
trusting Thai’s that they know with certain information.

During the day | heard Rocky mentioned again as been a place to buy any drug in large amounts. The
day ended with the usual invitation to join some friends for a smoke.

22" July 2002

My friend and | were taking a meal at Tommy restaurant when Dan walked over smiling “Hello!” he
says “I've just got to do some shopping and I'll be back.” With that he entered 7-up disco next door. A couple
of minutes later he returned and sat with us for a while. “I do get a f***ing idiot tourist,” he stated “| was playing
pool in the Palm Beach and a drunken Englishman came over and asked to buy my joint.” Apparently this
tourist had seen Dan making it earlier on the beach. “No,” Dan had said “it's my last one and me and my
grrifriend are going to smoke it later.” “I'll give you 500 baht for it.” the tourist had replied.
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Some people are so eager and impatient to smoke ganja when they first arrive. It seems they don't
care how much they pay for it. Dan, realizing he could make a litle money from this deal, had replied to the
tourist “Give me 1000 baht and I'll go to buy you a bag.” The deal had done. Dan had met someone in 7-up to
buy some ganja. This must be a regular customer or someone who works there, as Dan knew where he would
be. “That was a quick 500 baht | earned there.” He laughed and returned to the Palm Beach.

237 July 2002

| sat on the beach and talked to Peter and two German girls. They obviously had arrived recently
because of the questions they were asking.

“Where can | get the best Thai food?”

“Where are the best deals in accommodation?” for example. Then, “do you know a safe place to buy
ganja?” my friend told the girls that he could “fix them up with something”. They asked, “Is there a big police
presence on the beach?” My friend explained to them that it is usually quiet on the beach but just before pay-
day the police are usually in need of some extra money and so are out in stronger numbers. “Collecting fines
from unwary tourists.” He repeated what I've heard before that the dealers are generally left alone because it's
good for “police business.”

| have observed this process regularly in Chiangmai, not involving drugs, but motorbike offences.
Towards the end of the month when money is running out, they set up roadblocks to collect fines for
motorbike offences that go ignored for the rest of the month.

The discussion moved on to the approaching full moon party. “Can you buy E’s on the island?” one of
them asked. “I really don't know,” my friend replied, “I only ever smoke ganja these days, but I'm sure there
will be some around somewhere.”

The full moon party seems synonymous with Ecstasy. That is you can’t seem to have a conversation
about the party without the subject of E’s cropping up.

24" July 2002 (The full moon party)

Everyone is talking about the party tonight, it seems that the place to be arranged will be Hansa bar.
We take our evening meal at Tommy restaurant. One of the staff there that | have befriended comes and sits
with us a while. In his hand he's fiddling with what looks like a brown medicine bottle. | ask him what it is; he
smiles and passes me the bottie. The label clearly reads Ketamine, “It makes you stoned” he tells me in
broken English. “What do you do with it?” | asked. “Burn it and smoke it” he replied as he’s called away. | ask
my confidant to ask him more questions. He later tells me that it is bought only from a pharmacy in Silom rd. in
Bangkok. | need more information on this.

Later we go to the party at Hansa bar, people there are already drunk and enjoying themselves when
we arrive. The music is so loud that it is hard to make conversation; only brief loud comments can be made
out above the music.

| meet Noy from the Palm Beach, “Is the Pangnan party better than this” | manage to ask her. “Yes”
she replies “there are thousands more people and they're all partying like crazy. There are a lot more drugs
there you see.”

‘Do you ever take ecstasy?” | ask.
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“No” she replies coyly. There is little evidence of E's here. Tonight people seem to be concentrating
on the “bucket”. | think perhaps it's different in high season.

25" July 2002

Saw a Dutch guy on the beach whom | had met briefly the night before. "Did you enjoy the party last
night” | asked. "Oh yes” he replied, “| had a couple of E’'s.” “Did you buy them here or on the mainland,” |
asked. “I bought 5 in Bangkok, they’re cheaper there.” He told me he paid 600 baht per pill in Bangkok. They
are available here but the price goes up to 1000 baht each. “I always buy them in Bangkok before | hit the
beach.” He said. “They’re not very good in Thailand.” He stated, “| take a lot back in Holland they're a third of
the price there and a lot stronger.” He added.

26" July 2002

| get a chance to talk to Dan alone, he always talks openly about drugs and so | ask him about
Ketamine. He tells me it's his “favourite drug.”

The liquid is heated over a flame until all the moisture has evaporated off. The white crystals that are
left are crushed and then “snorted”, that is breathed up the nose.

“It's what got me traveling.” Dan tells me. “The first time | took it | saw camels walking by, it made me
believe in reincarnation.” “How so0?”, | ask. “| felt it was a glimpse into a past life, as though I'd lived in Egypt
before. So | had to go visit these places.” He tells me this only half jokingly. “Can you buy it on the island?” |
ask. “Yes, there’s a guy who takes orders and goes down to Bangkok for it. It costs 1000 baht a bottle but it's
worth it.”

27" July 2002

Peter told me some interesting information on the background to the development of Koh Chuay-
duay.

He had met a man from the Thai neighbouring country living on the island some years previous, who
told him the story. Apparently boatloads of refugees (boatpeople) were robbed, raped and murdered by local
fishermen. The bodies washed up on the shores of Koh Chuay-duay and so it got a name as an island of the
dead. People dared not go there in fear of ghosts and death. So it is only recently that the island has begun to
be developed as a resort.

28" July 2002

| left Koh Chuay-duay for Bangkok, and will be further back home in England a week later.
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