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KEY WORD : LITERARY VALUES/DIARY — DOMESTIC TRAVELOGUES /KING RAMA V.
ARTHIMA PONGPAIBOON : THE LITERARY VALUES OF DIARY - DOMESTIC
TRAVELOGUES OF KING RAMA V. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSIST. PROF. ARADA

KIRANANDANA. 254 PP. ISBN 974-17-6497-9.

This thesis aims to study the literary values of diary-domestic travelogues of King Rama V
in contents and techniques.

The study of 13 travelogues like the journey to Ayutthaya and to Chantaburi reveals that
the author deliberately writes the diaries as usual. As a result, these refined diary-domestic
travelogues expose the dominant values. In travelogues, there are not only the author’s personal
business but also the first-hand experiences, the relevant knowledge, and his attitudes on certain
events. These writings have various advantages; these reflect the political elite’s way of living and
the folk life of people as well. Furthermore, the readers can gain knowledge in relation to many
disciplines: history, archaeology, fine art, language, culture, and also the author’s thoughts. These
travelogues substantially are the rich source of local knowledge in the reign of King Rama V, as
well as the readers can significantly learn the author’s personality.

The additional values of the travelogues are literary devices which clarify the contents
and make them interesting. The author includes the various presentation techniques, for instance
the informative presentation which enables the reader to get through the messages, the references
of written and oral evidence to verify the academic contents, and the verbalization of critical ideas
to interest the readers. In case of language techniques, the author always uses short but concise
words and expressions to simplify the contents. He also uses suitable wording which makes the
contents lively and well-cohered with ‘feelings. Moreover, the author utilizes many literary
techniques; the figurative languages and the poetry to craft the elements of joys. By the contents
and techniques, harmonized identity, informality and formality together, the outstanding values of
the travelogues are ubiquitously perceived. Ultimately, these works are praiseworthy as

national treasure.

Department Thai Student’ signature.................coeiinine
Field of student Thai Advisor’s signature...............ocoeveeunen.

Academics Year 2004
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Diaries resemble journals, and the two words are
often ~ used interchangeably. However, journals are
generally less personal than diaries, and many journals
are written for -other people fo read.

(The World Book Encyclopedia 5, 2000 : 184)
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A diary is a daily personal record. In it the

writer is free to record anything he chooses. This may

include events, comments, ideas, reading notes, or any

subject in his mind as he sits down to make his entry

for the day. People on vacation journey often keep

diaries, noting new sights, new friends, and new

experiences. Reading one's own traval diary in later

years help recall the pleasure that may have slipped

from memory.

(Compton’s Encyclopedia 7, 1980 : 104)
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...The diary-is for this reason quite different from
memoirs, usually written ~late in_ life. and ' intended for
publication, and from" journals, which are personal daily
record". written . with ~ potential readers in ~mind. The line
between journals and diaries is a fine one, however,
and many journals are commonly called diaries, while
many diaries (in the strict sense) have in fact been
published, but often decades after their completion.

(The American People Encyclopedia 7, 1963 :64)
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In past centuries men in public life often kept
diaries. These . have ‘become valuable sources. of fact
and interpretation for later historians. The private, candid
observations set down in these personal journals often
provide truer pictures of an age than do official records
or books published (and often censored) during that

time. For the most part, these diaries were never
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intended to be read by others. The entries in them
were made simply as aids to memory or to relaxation.

(Compton’s Encyclopedia 7, 1980 : 104)
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